
We consider ourselves blessed that our school home has become too 
small to hold all of our friends and families! This means that we are 
on the right track in our goal of creating an outstanding learning 
environment for our children.  Our cup definitely runneth over! As 
happy as we are to be filled with such amazing students and wonderful families, we are feeling the 
pinch of not enough space, and we still have one more grade level to add! 
 

At the January State of the Pack meeting, we asked you to give us feedback and to share your 
thoughts, ideas, and concerns about how to address our space needs.  We explained that we were 
pursuing two options at that time. The first option is our request for facilities from the Fortuna Ele-
mentary School District (Prop 39). The second option is our request for more space here on the Naz-
arene Church site to accommodate our growth through 8th grade. Overwhelmingly you shared your 
preference that we should all stay together as one K-8 school. Most families shared a desire to remain 
at our current site. The staff and Board of Directors agreed and set to work.  We met with Pastor 
Gatlin to share our ideas and to propose an arrangement which would allow us to remain at this 
site. Unfortunately, our arrangement will not work out as we had hoped, so we have been looking 
for other options.  Fortunately, we have been having some very positive and constructive conversa-

tions with Dr. Hafner from FESD about some new options for our school.   
 

During our last DIBI Board Meeting,  we  discussed the possibility of using some space on South Fortuna  
Elementary’s site to construct our own modular school.  We have an opportunity to apply for a large facilities grant 
through several state agencies that provide funding resources to charter school in need of facilities. The grant funds half 
the project and offers a 30 year lease to pay the second half.  We are working diligently on the application in the hopes 
that we can build our own Redwood Prep School on the South Fortuna Property. One of the concerns in the project is the 
timeline.  It is unlikely that we will be able to finish the project by August when school starts. A more realistic target date is 
Winter Break. This means that we may have to operate on two sites for a few months as the construction happens.  It 
would be more disruptive to our primary students to have to move twice in one school year, so we are considering having 
the middle school students (grades 6-8) start the year in the current portable classrooms at South School and the kindergar-
ten through 5th grade students remain at our current site until the construction is completed. This is not a great scenario, 
but the ultimate pay off will be well worth the temporary inconveniences.  We hope you agree.  
 

The application for the grant is due in April.  We have a facilities committee working to get all of the planning, prepara-
tion and documentation ready for submission.  A few of us will be traveling to Fresno to meet representatives from the 
granting agencies and to attend training for the grant process.  Other staff and DIBI Board members are meeting with city 
officials, FESD administrators, and the architects, engineers, and construction experts to ensure that we are ready to pro-
ceed as soon as possible. If we don’t receive the grant, we will modify our current plan to meet our budget allowance, and 
we will still be able to stay together as one school. As we work through the process, we will keep you updated every step of 
the way.  We invite you to attend board meetings or talk with staff, Parent Council or DIBI Board members for more in-
formation. This is another challenge that we can overcome by working together and sharing our expertise!  
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The Howler Tracking the Pack… 

The middle school students designed some really cool experiments for our 2014 science fair!  We have 20 student projects going to 
HSU to represent RPrep in the County Science Fair.  We are crossing our fingers that one or two get to move on to the State 
Fair….I’m sure that would be a very cool experience! Please help us congratulate our top qualifiers: 
5th Graders: Ethan Ward, Cervin Crenshaw, Regan Nyberg, Emily McTigue, Anna Foy, Adam Harrison, and Emma Houseworth 
6th Graders: Grace Shaha and Charlotte Carroll, Taryn Sanborn, Devon Carter, JW Flyer, Daeden Taylor and Kobe Letter 
7th Graders: Kate Carroll, Sebastian Hunter and Owen Farmer, Kevin Noel and Joey Pontes, Atticus Peppas, AJ Jager, Travis  
Lourenzo, Parker Morris and Kira Weber, Jackson and Caroline Fairbanks 

May your home always be too small  
to hold all of your friends. ~ an Irish blessing 



Classrooms are busy places. We expect children to come to school ready to participate in learning 
activities for six to seven hours, five days a week. On top of long and busy school days, children 
and families have more grueling schedules than ever before. One of the biggest factors that deter-
mine whether students are able to engage productively in class is the amount of rest they receive at 
night. As we move into Spring, and all the activities that accompany it, (T-ball, swimming lessons, 
more light so later play) I urge you to take into account how a lack of sleep affects your child. The 

following is an excerpt from the National Sleep Foundation. 
 

Sleep and School-aged Children (5-12 years) 
Children aged five to 12 need 10-11 hours of sleep. At the same time, there is an increasing demand on their time from 
school (e.g., homework), sports and other extracurricular and social activities. In addition, school-aged children become 
more interested in TV, computers, the media and Internet as well as caffeine products – all of which can lead to difficulty 
falling asleep, nightmares and disruptions to their sleep. In particular, watching TV close to bedtime has been associated 
with bedtime resistance, difficulty falling asleep, anxiety around sleep and sleeping fewer hours. 
Sleep problems and disorders are prevalent at this age. Poor or inadequate sleep can lead to mood swings, behavioral 
problems such as ADHD and cognitive problems that impact on their ability to learn in school. 
 

Sleep Tips for School-aged Children 
 Teach school-aged children about healthy sleep habits. 
 Continue to emphasize need for regular and consistent sleep schedule and bedtime routine. 
 Make child's bedroom conducive to sleep – dark, cool and quiet. 
 Keep TV and computers out of the bedroom. 
 Avoid caffeine. 

Kindergarten - Krista Croteau   kcroteau@redwoodprep.org 
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2nd Grade— Lori Head  lhead@redwoodprep.org 

1st Grade—Dawn Carroll   dcarroll@redwoodprep.org 

The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.  

~ Dr. Seuss 

Redwood Prep celebrated Dr. Seuss day last week and this 
quote from his book Oh, The Places You’ll Go is perfect for 

1st graders this time of the year.  They are blossoming into strategic readers who are  
empowered with their new skills to read everything they can get their hands on.  Reading 
has opened up limitless worlds of adventure and knowledge! 

If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales. If you want them to 
be more intelligent, read them more fairytales. ― Albert Einstein 

That is exactly what we have been doing in the second grade this month.  Students are work-
ing on a unit on fairy tales.  They are reading traditional fairy tales and some not so tradition-
al ones called “Fractured Fairy Tales.”  We have analyzed the story structures focusing on 

character traits.  We have looked common elements in the stories.  Did you know that the numbers three and seven are 
repeated often throughout the classics? I have been amazed at how quick these seven and eight year olds picked up on this. 
On one of the first days, a student raised their hand and said, “Mrs. Head, did you notice the wicked queen visits Snow 
White three times?  That’s a common element!”  Gotta love these guys!  They are eager to learn and love a great story.  We 
are growing bean stalks that will take us up to their paintings of the Giant’s castle and getting a great review of the parts of 
a plant while we are at it! Students worked on point of view in author’s works through some fun literature.  Two of our 
favorites were Seriously, That Snow White is Very Forgetful as told by the seven dwarves and I Didn’t Really Want to Kiss Any-
body as told by the frog from The Frog Prince.  It has been fun comparing and contrasting these stories with the originals.  
To cap it all off, we are finishing up our units by retelling our favorite stories with  stop motion films.  Students are right 
in the middle of building their scenes out of paper and will begin filming next week.  They plan to share their movies with 
the rest of the school and maybe even have a theater night for the parents.  

http://www.sleepfoundation.org/article/sleep-topics/adhd-and-sleep
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3rd & 4th Grade - Kim Kendall  kkendall@redwoodprep.org 

3rd and 4th grade just finished up their unit of the Gold Rush - we 
had a culmination day where we ate Miner's Stew, sang Gold Rush Era 
songs and even searched for gold! In Language Arts, we are studying 
poetry and I believe we have some budding young poets in our midst! 
Check out this haiku written by Brycen Mock: 

Winter Fun 
Chilling on the hill 

It's awesome to do cool tricks 
I go back for more 

 

February has been a month of many new and exciting things in the 5th grade classroom. We have 
been learning about chemical reactions and models of matter. The 5th graders and I have been hav-
ing a lot of fun mixing different substances to create reactions. The other day we made elephant 
toothpaste. This showed the students that the mixing of different substances can create a new sub-
stance. In March the 5th graders are going to be going on a fieldtrip to Blue Ox Mills and to HSU’s 
SERC (Schatz Energy Research Center. http://www.schatzlab.org/. The students are going to go 
on a tour and engage in hands on activities to learn about clean and renewable energy.  

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon  mkepon@redwoodprep.org 

Jessie and Gabby 
searching for gold at 
Redwood Prep . 

We are also writing lyrics, acrostics and couplets. It is so fun to see how the kids play and have 
fun with words!  

ELEPHANT TOOTHPASTE 
YOU WILL NEED: 

A clean 16 ounce plastic soda bottle 
1/2 cup 20-volume hydrogen peroxide liquid (20-volume is a 6% solution, ask an adult to get this from a beauty supply store  
or hair salon) 
1 Tablespoon (one packet) of dry yeast 
3 Tablespoons of warm water 
Liquid dish washing soap 
Food coloring 
Small cup 
Safety goggles 

WHAT TO DO: 
Hydrogen peroxide can irritate skin and eyes, so put on those safety goggles and ask an adult to carefully pour the hydrogen  
peroxide into the bottle. 
Add 8 drops of your favorite food coloring into the bottle. 
Add about 1 tablespoon of liquid dish soap into the bottle and swish the bottle around a bit to mix it. 
In a separate small cup, combine the warm water and the yeast together and mix for about 30 seconds. 
Now the adventure starts! Pour the yeast water mixture into the bottle (a funnel helps here) and watch the foaminess begin! 

HOW DOES IT WORK: 
     Foam is awesome! The foam you made is special because each tiny foam bubble is filled with oxygen. The yeast acted as a catalyst  
      (a helper) to remove the oxygen from the hydrogen peroxide. Since it did this very fast, it created lots and lots of bubbles. 

We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we're curious  

and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths. ~ Walt Disney 

http://www.schatzlab.org/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waltdisney132637.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waltdisney132637.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/walt_disney.html
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Art and Tech Sharn Chinnici   schinnici@redwoodprep.org 
A man who works with his hands is a laborer; a man who works with his hands and his brain is a craftsman; but a 

man who works with his hands and his brain and his heart is an artist. -Louis Nizer 

Art by Redwood Prep and other local students  will be on display during the13th annual  
Fortuna Library Day on Saturday, March 8, at the Veterans Memorial Bldg.  We hope that you 
will  attend with your family to view the student artwork and to support our Fortuna Library. 
 
A big used book sale opens at 10 a.m. and will continue through the dinner hour. Dinner will be 
served between 5 and 7 p.m.  Tickets for the dinner are available at the library or by calling  
725-2070.   

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing    mdowning@redwoodprep.org 

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Dore kdore@redwoodprep.org 

Even though February is a shorter month, the Timberwolves at Redwood Prep always stay 
busy with so many exciting learning experiences. One of those experiences was the Math 
Counts competition. We spent about two weeks preparing at school through practice 
rounds and problems. And I will tell you that even though I have taken college level  

calculus course, some of these problems were tough!! Ten students (eight 7th graders and two 6th graders) travelled to 
Sunny Brae Middle School in order to compete in the rigorous problem solving competition. Students worked as a team 
and individually in 4 different rounds, all of which were timed. Mrs. Downing and I both agree that this was a wonderful 
opportunity for these students to not only flex their math skills, but to have an experience working under the pressure of 
the clock! I am so proud of our team. Three other teams participated: Jacoby Creek, Sunny Brae, and Toddy Thomas for a 
combined 45 students at the competition. Redwood Prep’s combined score helped us achieve 3rd place! Two of our stu-
dents, Kate Carroll and Caleb Atwood, were both in the Top 10 for individual scores overall! Awesome! Next year, we 
hope to bring more students and flex even more math brain power. 
 

Coming up in March, 7th grade will be wrapping up our science unit on plants and switching gears back to history. We 
will be learning about the fascinating cultures of the peoples of ancient Mesoamerica, the Incas, Aztecs, and Mayans. 

In September 2014, 6th through 8th grade students will embark on an outdoor adventure 
to the Ashland, Oregon area.  We will explore the great outdoors while camping on 
Howard Prairie Lake (and by ‘camping’, I mean sleeping in bunks in a heated cab-
in….but we’ll end each night around a campfire, so I think it technically counts)!  Final 
arrangements are not yet made, but I’m working on an itinerary that includes rafting the 

Rogue River, vising the Science Works Museum, touring Southern Oregon University, attending a play at the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, helping at an Animal Rehabilitation Center, and hiking Crater Lake.  Of course, we’ll also do some 
fun bonding activities to help set a tone of collaboration and support throughout the 2014-2015 school year.   
Students will pay for the bulk of this trip by selling raffle tickets.  We need a handful of big donations to make our raffle 
successful.  Last year we raffled four hundred dollars in gas cards, an entire pig cut ‘n wrapped, a cord of firewood, multi-
ple gift certificates, and a grand prize of five hundred dollars.  Our group sold over 1400 tickets at $5 apiece and the profits 
paid for 41 students to travel to SF.  Next year’s trip will include over 60 students, so the raffle is key to making this adven-
ture possible.  Please get in touch with me this week if you can offer and/or recruit a cool raffle prize.  I hope to have raffle 
tickets printed and distributed to students by the end of March.  Thank you in advance for supporting RPrep’s commit-
ment to educating well-rounded and socially responsible students!  We value field trips and the opportunity to expose our 
kids to unique learning adventures.   
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Enrichment and Afterschool - Moe Holt mholt@redwoodprep.org 

Habits of Mind : Questioning and Posing Problems  (Mindful by Design, http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/ ) 

Curiosity is one of the most permanent and certain characteristics of a vigorous intellect. ~ Samuel Johnson 

A characteristic unique to human beings is our inclination to ask questions and explore problems to solve.  In order to deepen our 
curiosity and understanding of various concepts in life, we need to develop skills with how to pose problems and how to recognize the 
complexity, structure, and purpose of questions. Effective problem solvers know how to ask questions to fill the gaps between what 
they know and what they don’t.  To help our students become effective and critical questioners, we teach them to ask a range of ques-
tions, such as  
Questions that determine creditable information: 
 “What evidence do you have? How do you know that is true? How reliable is your source of information?”  
Questions that distinguish alternative points of view: 
 “From whose point of view are we seeing, hearing, or reading? From what angle, what perspective, are we viewing the situation?” 
Questions the make connections and relationships: 
 “How are these people, situations, events, related to each other? What produced this connection or relationship?” 
Hypothetical “what if” questions: 
“What do you think would happen if... If this is true, then what might happen if…” 
Questions that probe discrepancies and phenomenon: 
 “Why do cats purr? How high can birds fly? Why does the hair on my head grow so fast, while the hair on my arms and legs grows 

so slowly? What are some different solutions to conflicts other than war, violence, prejudice?” 
According to a USA Today article based upon a study of the 200 best and brightest college students, All USA College Team, Tracey 
Wong Briggs (1999), successful people are creative thinkers who demonstrate a passion for what they do. Successful people have not 
only an “I can” attitude, but an “I enjoy” feeling. They seek out intriguing phenomenon and search for problems to solve for them-
selves and to submit to others. They enjoy the challenge of problem solving and continue to learn throughout their lifetimes.  

Hard to believe that we are already into March. February enrichments were a huge success. It makes me 
smile to see the kids wearing their no-sew fleece blankets around on the playground when it’s cold out. 
The super hero capes turned out great!  Ethan and Teyler Totes folks were very excited to hear what we 
had planned for them. We are gearing up to start our next round of enrichments. We have a few new 
leaders and classes this round that I think the kids are really going to enjoy. Hopefully the weather will 
hold out so we can do some of them outside. After this cycle, we will only have one cycle of enrichment 
left. So, if you have been wanting to lead a class or have ideas for one, this will be your last chance. I 
know that many of you had some great ideas for this cycle, so keep them coming. 

Parenting the Love and Logic Way — Classes Offered by Redwood Preparatory 

Our second round of Love and Logic parenting classes are underway at Redwood Prep! The staff at RPrep also uses the principals of 
Love and Logic to help children become responsible citizens and independent problem solvers. Below are the guidelines which are 
implemented in every Redwood Prep classroom. Please contact Lareesa Stanfield for more information.  lstanfield@redwoodprep.org  
Guidelines for Student Behavior 
You may engage in any behavior which does not create a problem for you or anyone else in the world. 
If you find yourself with a problem, you may solve it by any means which does not cause a problem for anyone else in the world. 
You may engage in any behavior that does not jeopardize the safety or learning of yourself or others. 
Unkind words and actions will not be tolerated. 
 

In ensuring that the above guidelines are adhered to, I will operate with the following principles as my guide: 
I will react without anger or haste to problem situations. 
I will provide consequences that are not punitive but that allow the child to experience the results of a poor choice, enabling him or her to make 
better choices in the future. 
I will proceed in all situations with the best interest of the child who—foremost in my mind—academic, social and emotional well-being will be 
fostered. 
I will guide students toward personal responsibility and the decision-making skills they will need to function in the real world. 
I will arrange consequences for problem situations in such a way that the child will not be humiliated or demeaned. 
Equal is not always fair. Consequences will be designed to fit the problems of individual students, and they may be different even when problems 
appear to be the same. 

http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/samueljohn109186.html


2nd — Happy Birthday, Dr. Suess 

4th— 7:00 am Parent Council 

6th  — Enrollment Lottery 

7th— 5th Grade Field Trip 

10th— DIBI Board Mtg. 

13th— 5:00 pm Family Events Committee Mtg. 

14th—End of 2nd Trimester 

14th—Kindergarten Field Trip 

20th—22nd Early Release Days for Spring Conferences 

20th—Kindergarten Field Trip 

27th—6th & 7th Grade Dinner Theater 

 Yard Maintenance—It’s time to start mowing, weeding, 

and planting again. We could sure use your help! 

 Set and Costume Preparation for 6th & 7th Grade Plays 

(contact Mrs. Montgomery mmontgomery@redwoodprep.org) 

 Dinner Prep help needed for 6th & 7th Grade Dinner The-

ater (contact Mrs. Downing or Mrs. Dore) 

 Field Trip Chaperones and Drivers — Ask your child’s 

teacher how you can help 

 Parent Council Membership—just 
come to a meeting! We would love 

to see new faces! 

 Family Events Membership—
Help us think up new ways to enjoy 

some family fun! 

 Band aids 

 Kleenex 

 Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 Copy Paper 

 Large Garbage Bags 

 Bathroom Cleaning Supplies 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for March 

RPrep Supplies Request for March 

March Events 

Reach Out to a Friend... 

As many in our school community know, Rich            Schlesiger, an 

RPRep parent is battling an aggressive form of brain cancer. Many 

activities are being planned to help    support Rich and his family.  

Please join the Shclesiger Fight Club on Sunday, April 6th from 4-

7pm in Loleta at the Tish-Non Community Center  for a family friend-

ly fundraising event.  If you really want to show up in 

style, order a Fight Club sweatshirt! More information 

about how to help is available on the Schlesiger Fight 

Club Facebook page.  We hope to see you there! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

March 2014 

Minimum Days for Spring Conferences 

Parent Council 

Mtg, @ 7:00 a.m. 
Enrollment Lottery 

@ 4:00 p.m. 

DIBI Board Mtg. 

@ 6:00 p.m. 

Family Events 

Committee Mtg. @ 

5:00 p.m. 

End of 2nd 
Trimester 

K Field Trip 

5th Grade  

Field Trip 

Kindergarten Field Trip 

6th/7th Grade 
Dinner Theater 

@ 5:30 

Happy  
Birthday  

Dr. Suess!! 

I like nonsense; it wakes up the brain cells. 

~Dr. Suess 

You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a 

book and read to a child. ~ Dr. Suess 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss597899.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss597902.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss597902.html



