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Love many things, for therein lies the true 

strength, and whosoever loves much  

performs much, and can accomplish much, 

and what is done in love is done well. 

~ Vincent Van Gogh  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Redwood Prep Families, 
Thank You. I can’t express deeply, or loudly, or gratefully enough what it means to our staff to have built strong relation-
ships with our families; …with you. As an educator, I feel more respected, appreciated, and motivated because I know that 
we share a common goal. As I reflected upon how powerful this connection is to me, I began to wonder what else results 
from your high level of involvement with our school; it turns out, there are many and we all benefit! 
On the following page is an excerpt from Home-School Relations: Working Successfully with Parents and Families, by G. 
Olsen, M.L. Fuller, 2008 edition, p. 129-130. 
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Kindergarten - Krista Croteau (kcroteau@redwoodprep.org) 

Gung Hay Fat Choy and Happy Valentine’s Day!  
 

January of 2014 year started off well for us at Redwood Prep with the five year renewal of our 
charter petition! February is a month filled with celebrations, such as Chinese New Year, 
Ground Hog Day, Washington and Lincoln’s Birthdays, and Valentines Day. This is a month to 
focus on the importance of building positive relationships through developing awareness of our 
global community, an appreciation of great leadership skills, and by maintaining a heart filled 
with love and gratitude….I’m having a tough time including the ground hog here...Bill Murry 
keeps popping into mind…oh here it is!...and to never walk in anyone else’s shadow! 
 

Really, though, we do believe in the power of positive relationships, especially between school 
and home! Recent studies of top performing schools all around the nation are finding one main 
common theme for all highly effective schools regardless of whether they are rural or urban or 
in rich or poor neighborhoods. The key ingredient for a successful school is maintaining a posi-
tive school culture and positive relationships between students, teachers, and families.  Every 
time I read another one of these studies, it makes me more proud to be a part of this excellent 
learning community!  I don’t remember who quoted this, but it rings so true, “Find something 
you love to do, and you will never work a day in your life.”  The families, the students, and this 
staff make coming to work each day a great and rewarding adventure! 
 

Thank you to all of the families that joined us for our annual State of the Pack meeting last 
month. It is very important to us that everyone knows where we are academically, financially, 
and programmatically.  

Next year we will reach our target grade level configuration of K-8.  If you know anyone inter-
ested in attending Redwood Prep, please share the information about our Parent Meetings on 
February 3rd and 27th at 6:00.   

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincentvan163068.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincentvan163068.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincentvan163068.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincentvan163068.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/v/vincent_van_gogh.html
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Benefits for the Children 
 Children tend to achieve more, regardless of ethnic or racial background, socioeconomic status, or parents' education level. 
 Children generally achieve better grades, test scores, and attendance. 
 Children consistently complete their homework. 
 Children have better self-esteem, are more self-disciplined, and show higher aspirations and motivation toward school. 
 Children's positive attitude about school often results in improved behavior in school and less suspension for disciplinary 

reasons. 
 Fewer children are being placed in special education and remedial classes. 
 Children from diverse cultural backgrounds tend to do better when parents and professionals work together to bridge the gap 

between the culture at home and the culture in school. 
 Junior high and high school students whose parents remain involved usually make better transitions and are less likely to 

drop out of school. 

Benefits for the Parents 
 Parents increase their interaction and discussion with their children and are more responsive and sensitive to their children's 

social, emotional, and intellectual developmental needs. 
 Parents are more confident in their parenting and decision-making skills. 
 As parents gain more knowledge of child development, there is more use of affection and positive reinforcement and less 

punishment on their children. 
 Parents have a better understanding of the teacher's job and school curriculum. 
 When parents are aware of what their children are learning, they are more likely to help when they are requested by teachers 

to become more involved in their children's learning activities at home. 
 Parents' perceptions of the school are improved and there are stronger ties and commitment to the school. 
 Parents are more aware of, and become more active regarding, policies that affect their children's education when parents are 

requested by school to be part of the decision-making team. (Cont. on pg. 5) 

Benefits for the School 
 Schools that actively involve parents and the community tend to establish better reputations in the community. 
 Schools also experience better community support. 
 School programs that encourage and involve parents usually do better and have higher quality programs than programs that 

do not involve parents.  
Benefits for the Educators 
 When schools have a high percentage of involved parents in and out of schools, teachers and principals are more likely to 

experience higher morale. 
 Teachers and principals often earn greater respect for their profession from the parents. 
 Consistent parent involvement leads to improved communication and relations between parents, teachers, and administra-

tors. 
 Teachers and principals acquire a better understanding of families' cultures and diversity, and they form deeper respect for 

parents' abilities and time. 
 Teachers and principals report an increase in job satisfaction. 

First Grade - Dawn Carroll (dcarroll@redwoodprep.org) 

First grade is an amazing place in January.  The beginning of the school year was spent getting to know their classmates, 
learning school and classroom routines, and soaking up endless information.  Now they are physically, socially and aca-
demically older, more independent, and ready to take off academically and socially.   
It is also a jam packed time of the year.  We are finishing our mapping unit and eagerly awaiting the return of Flat Stanley.  
We will be tracking his travels throughout the school year.  This month we enjoyed the Peking Acrobats at HSU Center 

Arts, a trip to the Sushi Boat Buf-
fet on Chinese New Year and will 
be celebrating the 100th day of 
school and Valentine’s Day.   
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3rd & 4th Grade - Kim Kendall (kkendall@redwoodprep.org) 

Hello families!  
3rd and 4th grade has been really busy! We just finished learning about California Missions 
and we are moving on to the California Gold Rush. The students love learning about this 
time in California history. Next week, students will search for gold right here on campus - Eu-
reka! Next, we will start learning about light and electricity. During this unit, students will 
partner with South School to learn about Benjamin Franklin and the contributions he made 
in the fields of science and community. Students will work together to solve a problem in our 
own community. I am excited to have the chance to collaborate and work together on this fun 
project. If anybody has anything that might add to our unit on the Gold Rush, please let me 
know!   

After a month back from winter break, I feel like the 5th grade classroom is back on its regular 
grind with a lot of learning and discovering going on. This month we have been learning 
about the solar system.  The students got to choose anything within the solar system to do a 
power point on and they will be presenting them at the end of this week. Also, the science fair 

projects are now underway and the 5th graders have chosen some 
really interesting scientific questions to take on as their topic. At-
tached is a picture of the class doing some hands- on learning with 
moon phases. Brynn is the sun (with a light bulb), all of the other 
students are Earth, and they are holding a Styrofoam ball to repre-
sent the moon. As the students moved and the moon moved, the 
phases of the moon changed. This was a really eye-opening experi-
ence for all of us! 

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon (mkepon@redwoodprep.org) 

Hello Redwood Prep. Families! 
Second graders have been working hard this month.  We have been working on persuasive 
reading and writing.  It has been amazing to see how quickly they have caught on to when an 
author is trying to convince them of something.  We have learned the different tricks authors 
use to try to persuade us.  Students can spot when authors are tugging at our emotions,  using 
scare tactics, and selling with familiar characters.  We read the story, The True Story of the Three 
Little Pigs, and students had to decide if the wolf was really bad after all.  Be sure to check out 
our paragraphs that will soon be hanging in the hallway along with some fun paper wolves 
they created.   Our next genre study is fairy tales which I am sure will be a  
favorite.   
We are wrapping up a science unit on simple machines.  We experimented with levers and 
ramps.  Students built catapults.  This week, we will wrap up the unit by building clothes pin 
cars and building an amusement park by building rides using what we have learned.  Hands 
on learning rocks!  I am ALWAYS amazed with what the students create.   

2nd Grade— Lori Head (lhead@redwoodprep.org) 

Let us always meet each other with smile,  

for the smile is the beginning of love.   ~ Mother Teresa  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mothertere121813.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mothertere121813.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mother_teresa.html
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Art and Tech Sharn Chinnici (schinnici@redwoodprep.org)  
 

The students are studying the art and history of Rosa Bonheur this month.  Rosa Bonheur 
lived during the late 1800’s in France.  She grew up in a family of artists. Her father was her 
only art teacher. Her mother was a musician.  Rosa was considered a notorious woman dur-
ing her lifetime. She was an outspoken feminist. She also worked as an artist, smoked in  
public, wore overalls, and visited animal slaughter houses to study animal anatomy. She be-
came famous as an artist in Realism, but she also cast bronze sculptures. Animals were her 
passion as an artist. Some of her most famous art pieces include: Ploughing in Nivernais 
(Labourages Nivernais), 1850;The Horse Fair, 1853-55; Haymaking in the Auvergne, 1855 and 
Col. William F. Cody, 1889. Students are comparing her realistic art to the fantasy art of mod-
ern artist Laurel Burch. 
In technology, Dreambox Math has been updated. If you are having difficulty with this pro-
gram at home, check to be sure that Adobe Flash is up to date on your computer.  The stu-
dents are learning to work with Excel. This should help with science fair projects!  

“Happy Chinese New Year! 
In 6th and 7th grade we celebrated by taking a field trip to the Morris Graves Art Museum, the 
Historical Blue Ox Mill, the Chinese Buffet, and Bikram Yoga (aka ‘hot yoga’).    It was a fab-
ulous day of new experiences and community connections.  I am still beaming with pride for 
how hard my students worked during yoga.  Hot yoga is definitely not for the faint of heart – 
you do 26 postures in a room that hovers around 110 degrees.  We sweated our way through 
a full 90 minutes of strength-building, flexibility-increasing moves.  This particular yoga prac-
tice is gaining popularity world-wide and will make even a trained athlete quiver with exhaus-
tion.  I am proud to say that every single student completed the rigorous class!  We set our 
expectations high, and they rose to the challenge – phenomenal!!!  .  If you are interested in 
knowing more about this invigorating class, just ask (me or one of our 6th/7th graders).  I’m 
going to cut it short this month and let the pictures speak for me: 

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing (mdowning@redwoodprep.org) 
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Habits of Mind : Striving for Accuracy Habits of Mind ,Mindful by Design, (http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/ )  
"The principle is competing against yourself. It's about self-improvement, about being better than you 
were the day before." ~ Steve Young 

When we are looking at craftsmanship, whether in art, physical feats, construction, or other exceptional creations, we notice the 
accuracy, precision, and mastery involved in the design and process of creating excellence. People who value accuracy, precision, 
and craftsmanship take time to double check their products. To be a craftsman is to know that one can continually perfect one’s 
craft by working to attain the highest possible standards and by pursuing ongoing learning and continuous reworking.   
 

Often in school, students are more eager to check off an assignment as done than to check it over for accuracy and precision.  
Expedience wins out over excellence.  At RPrep, we teach our students to observe many masters at their crafts.  By observing the 
examples of famous craftsmen’s lives, struggles, and commitment to excellence, our students develop an understanding that     
excellence isn’t something we are born with, but something we strive and work for.  It is achievable for people who take pride in 
their work and continually work to perfect their craft.  

 The Love and Logic approach reminds us how important it is to have strong, positive 
relationships with our children and students. Educational and behavioral experts find that 
students tend to resist rules and procedures along with the consequences that follow if the 
foundation of a good relationship is lacking.  Children’s behavior depends to a large degree 
on the expectations of significant adults in student’s life, (Marzano, 1998).  Many studies 
indicate that the expectations adults have for children tend to become self-fulfilling 

prophesies.  Our goal, at RPrep, in helping students develop positive social skills and positive behaviors is to help them 
reflect on their actions, to be aware of how their behavior affects themselves and others, and to make positive choices with 
their behavior.  If a child walks away from a disciplinary conversation thinking, “I hate my teacher. I'm going to be sure I 
don't get caught next time,” there is no opportunity for growth. We treat students with empathy and dignity to increase the 
chance that they will reflect on their behavior and choose their behaviors more wisely in the future. The reflection process 
is usually counterproductive if students are disciplined in a manner that communicates bitterness, sarcasm, low 
expectations, or disgust. Caring fosters a preventive approach to discipline.  Empathizing with students, demonstrates 
understanding and value for them as an individual as well as belief in their ability to do the right thing.  

The Love and Logic approach works best when it is consistent between school and home.  If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Lareesa at (707) 496-5806 or lstanfield@redwoodprep.org  or visit the Love and Logic Website at 
www.loveandlogic.com 

Parenting the Love and Logic Way Classes Offered by Redwood Preparatory 

“Children are more likely to be respectful when important adults  
in their lives respect them. They are more likely to care about others  

if they know they are cared about” ~ Alphie Kohn  

January was a busy month for the Afterschool Kids. We started our enrichment classes, and 
the kids seem to be having a great time in all of them. One of the enrichment classes is mak-
ing superhero capes for sick children in our  community. We plan on making ten capes and 
will be presenting them to Ethan and Teyler totes. They will make sure that they are distribut-
ed to the children in our area. We are also making some no-sew fleece  blankets. The kids will 
have an opportunity to keep them or donate them to the residents at Sequoia Springs. I 
would like to thank you all for helping out with the enrichment classes. It so exciting to see 
the kids happy and enjoying the classes they are doing. None of this would be possible with-
out help from you. Our next enrichment cycle will begin at the end of February. I would love 
to hear your ideas for new and different classes. 

Enrichment and Afterschool - Moe Holt mholt@redwoodprep.org 

http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/
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3rd— New Parent Information Meeting @ 6:00 

5th— Parent Council Mtg. @ 7:00 a.m. 

7th  —  100th Day of School  Celebra-

tion 

10th— DIBI Board Mtg. @ 6:00 

13th— 5th Grade Play @ 6:00 

14th—Early Release Day 12:00 

17th-21st — Presidents’ Week  

27th — New Parent Information  Meeting @ 6:00 

28th — Dr. Suess Day Celebration  

 M-F Side walk clean up in parking area 

 Once a week trash & recycling area clean up 

 Once a week Driver/Leader for Community Ser-
vice     Enrichment  

 Any Bench makers out there? We would like 
to provide the kids with more places to sit during 
lunch.  If you have the time and talent, we have 
the grateful bottoms! 

 Feb. 28th  Leaders and Assistants for Dr. 
Suess Day    projects 

 Please save your soup cans and send 
them in to RPrep for a Dr. Suess Day 
activity 

 We also need 
four kiddie pools. 
It is okay if they 
leak. 

 

 Band aids 

 Kleenex 

 Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 Copy Paper 

 Large Garbage Bags 

 Broom and Dustpan 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for February 

RPrep Supplies Request for January 

Events 

All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt. 

~ Charles M. Schulz  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

February 2014 

New Parent 
Information 

Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

Presidents’ Week Vacation 

Early Release 
Day 

 

New Parent 
Information 

Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

Parent  
Council  
7:00 a.m. 

100th Day 
Celebration 

5th Grade 
Play  6:00 

p.m. 

Dr. Suess 
Day        

Celebration 

DIBI Board 
Meeting @ 
6:00 p.m.. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesms189865.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/charles_m_schulz.html

