
May your coming year be filled with magic and dreams 

and good madness. I hope you read some fine books and 

kiss someone who thinks you’re wonderful, and don’t for-

get to make some art – write or draw or build or sing or 

live as only you can. And I hope somewhere in the next 

year, you surprise yourself. ~ Neil Gaiman 

 
Happy New Year, families and friends!  I hope everyone 
enjoyed a peaceful and joyful holiday.  It was great to have time to spend with my fami-
ly.  Adam and I are happiest when all our children are home for breakfast, dinner and 
bedtime! It’s a bonus to have an extra child or two around when the kids bring their 
friends over to visit too.  Family and friends make the holiday season so wonderful! 
 
Well, January brings us a new year with new adventures.  Hopefully our past experiences 
and knowledge will provide a strong compass to guide us into the adventures of 2014.  
During the January DIBI Board of Directors meeting, we will spend time planning our 
annual “State of the Pack” address, to be held at the end of January or early in February.  

Collaborative leadership is key to our school vision and philosophy.  We will be sharing information about our 
current situation, our options of the future, and some innovative ideas we hope to explore and implement in 
the near future.  As always, your voice is important in this discussion, so we hope you will be able to attend the 
State of the Pack meeting.  
 
January is the month that we begin our enrollment period for Redwood Prep.  We will be advertising for enroll-
ment with local preschools, daycare centers, churches, and businesses.  If you know anyone interested in attend-
ing an informational meeting, please let us know so that we may contact them with the information.  If you 
have ideas that would help us get the word out, please let the office staff know.  Teachers will be planning our 
informational meetings at our staff meeting on Monday. We will post the dates and send them out to the Wolf-
pack and interested families during the week.  All of you have attended an informational meeting at one time. If 
you have ideas for us that might enhance the presentation or provide information you wish you received then, 
please let us know that, as well.   
 
This month we continue to work on the details and process of our revised charter petition. We are working 
with our legal team and the Fortuna Elementary School District to ensure the process is completed as required 
by law.  We are confident that this revised charter will allow us to continue in providing an academically rigor-
ous and innovative instructional program for Eel River Valley families until our next renewal date in 2019. As 
new information becomes available, we will keep you posted.  
 
Thank you very much for helping us to get our documentation together for the Prop 39 process which we are 
working through also this year.  For new families, Prop 39 became law in 2000 as part of  a bill which reduced 
the threshold for voter approval from two-thirds to fifty-five percent to pass a facilities bond. (Cont. on pg. 5) 

Update from The Leader of the Pack... 
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Happy New Year Redwood  Prep  Families! 
I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday and is enjoying some much needed 
rest and relaxation.  Second graders will be starting the New Year off with a bang!  
We will be working on determining an author’s purpose for writing.  We will learn 
that it is as easy as P.I.E.  That stands for persuade, inform and entertain.  As we 
read books in class, we will classify each book.  Students will also have chance to 
practice writing in each of these styles.   
We are beginning a new science unit.  Second graders will learn about force, motion, 
and simple machines.  It is always a fun unit as we get to build things such as marsh-
mallow launchers and clothespin cars.  We will end the unit by groups building their 
own cardboard amusement parks that has at least one example of each simple ma-
chine we learn about.  Lots of fun and learning going on in second grade! 

2nd Grade— Lori Head (lhead@redwoodprep.org) 

Are you in search of child care for young children?  

Miss Nelly Galeana is a highly experienced child care provider with a degree in Early Child 
Care Education. Her Bilingual program focuses on teaching children a second language in a 
way they have fun-learning.  Nelly was featured on PBS' TV program "A place of our own" 
and received a State Award Recognition by the California Senate. She is a member of the 
Local Child Care Planning Council. Nelly currently has three (3) full time or part time open-
ings for ages 24 months to 5 years old. At her facility Children have access to a large activity 
room, a classroom, a secure outdoor play area and an extra playroom for the rainy days.  

576 O St., Fortuna         Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 5:00pm 

The way we talk to our children becomes their inner voice.  ~ Peggy O’Mara 

I am so proud of our kindergarten students! They did an amazing job performing in 
The Gingerbread Man.  We began practicing the songs diligently in October, cast the 
roles in December and began rehearsals 
with the set only the day before the big 
show! We were a bit worried during re-
hearsals, but boy, did they bring it on 
the night of the performance. I was the 
only person to miss my cue, but thanks 
to the Gingerbread Man, Aly, we recov-
ered quickly! We’d like to send out 
some extra special thanks to: Gretchen 
Woessner for our costumes, Ms.  
Montgomery for helping us learn the 
songs, and my husband, Steve, who gave up a Saturday to help me make the sets. All 
of the classes performed terrifically! I’m always left with warm-fuzzy feelings when we 
all get together as a school community. Happy New Year! ~ Krista 

We do not believe in our-
selves until someone  

reveals that deep inside 
us something is valuable, 

worth listening to,  
worthy of our trust,  

sacred to our touch. Once 
we believe in ourselves, 
we can risk  curiosity, 
wonder, spontaneous  

delight or any experience 
that reveals the human 

spirit. 
~ E.E. Cummings 
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3rd & 4th Grade - Kim Kendall (kkendall@redwoodprep.org) 

I hope all of you had a wonderful and restful holiday break. I love this time of year because it 
gives us the opportunity to look back on the year and make wishes and dreams for the year to 
come. After all of the holiday hustle and bustle, I am looking forward to hitting the ground 
running in 3rd and 4th grade. We are continuing to learn about California history and we are 
working on some fun activities. We are also going to partner with another 3rd grade classroom 
to learn about Benjamin Franklin and do a collaborative project. I always look forward to 
school breaks, but I cannot wait to get back and get to work! See you all soon! 

December seems like it just flew by. I think this is because school was filled with many activi-
ties getting ready for our wonderful Holiday Program and Boutique with Christmas and Win-
ter break in our minds. I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year with 
family and friends. Break has been very relaxing, and I am ready to see what the New Year has 
in store for Redwood Prep. My colleagues have told me on many occasions that January is 
their favorite month of teaching. This is because the students (and teachers) are reenergized, 
they know the routines, and we are all ready to learn. I can’t wait to experience this myself and 
start the New Year with many new and exciting things.  

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon (mkepon@redwoodprep.org) 

“We don’t ask, 'How much intelligence?' We ask, ‘What kind?'"  This quote from Dr. Mary 
Meeker, founder of the Structure of Intellect (SOI), resonates with my belief that all students 
have gifts they bring to the classroom.  It is easy to get caught-up teaching reading and mathe-
matics without taking time to uncover and nurture other intellectual areas.  Early in the crea-
tion of RPrep, our team committed to widening the educational spectrum: we wanted to grad-
uate well-rounded students, so we incorporated the arts and technology and brought in after 
school enrichment classes.  Each year we try to broaden that vision a little more – and to ex-
tend our reach to new areas of intelligence. 
     In order to identify what types of intelligence our students bring to the classroom, most of 
our 3rd through 7th graders completed an extensive SOI assessment, which provides a profile 
of 26 separate learning abilities.  You may remember the three-page overview that analyzed 
areas such as memory, problem solving, comprehension, creativity, and critical thinking (if 
you would like another copy of your child’s results, please don’t hesitate to ask).  As an educa-
tor, I find it really telling that every child has a variety of fluctuations within his/her learning 
profile – there are learning abilities that showcase individual strengths and abilities that are 
weaker.  In the past, schools focused heavily on a relatively small handful of academic skills; 
however, with the introduction of Common Core, the new national standards, classrooms are 
now incorporating a broader range of skills which target more learning abilities.   
     We all know people who didn’t do well in school and/or didn’t like school, but after some 
soul-searching as young adults, now have successful careers.  Obviously they had intellectual 
abilities, but they weren’t abilities that fit in the realm of ‘school’. What if our school system 
taught the basics to that child, but also uncovered something they exceled at as a 10-year-old.  
How would his/her life trajectory be altered?  I know that life’s trials and tribulations help us 
develop grit; however, there are some things we don’t want our children to learn the hard 
way.  I know there are gifts within all my students, and by nurturing those, I am helping them 
see their selves in a more positive light than they may after a math test or reading quiz….and 
maybe helping smooth (and brighten) the inevitably bumpy path to adulthood.  

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing  

Everyone is a genius, 

but if you judge a fish 

on its ability to climb 

a tree, it will live its 

whole life believing 

that it is  

stupid.  

~ Albert Einstein 
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Enrichment and Afterschool - Moe Holt mholt@redwoodprep.org 

Art and Tech Sharn Chinnici (schinnici@redwoodprep.org)  
 

The students and staff at Redwood Prep are using a program called Edmodo to help coordi-
nate class assignments and offer another tool for parents to be able to peek in and check on 
your child’s progress on many class assignments.  This program is designed for educational 
use only and provides strong security measures to protect our students.  If you get a chance, 
you can learn more about Edmodo at https://www.edmodo.com/about .  
 

This is a work in progress, so it may take a little while for all of us to become familiar with the 
new program.  You will be able to access your child’s account from your home computer 
through a code number that is provided individually for each student.  You will be able to see 
a list of assignments, your child’s progress in the assignments, and some of the academic con-
versation occurring between your child and the staff, but you will not be able to post com-
ments in the group conversations.  We are working to get the upper grade students estab-
lished first, so that we learn the ins and outs before diving in deeper with the younger stu-
dents. We are exploring options for kindergartners and first graders and want to be sure it 
will be beneficial for use in those grades before diving in completely.   

Happy New Years, I can’t believe that I am saying that already. How fast it seems that this 
year is going! December was a busy month for us in afterschool, from finishing up our enrich-
ment classes to making gifts for the Holiday boutique.  Just to name a few of the fun thing 
the kids made: bean candles, jewelry, mosaic pots and applesauce cinnamon ornaments. We 
also had the chance to decorate gingerbread men and stars with our monthly visitors Char 
and Kamala. This visit seems to be something that the kids look forward to and we are very 
thankful that Char and Kamala take the time to come and hang out with us. We are starting 
a new enrichment cycle in January. We have some fun new classes being offered, but we still 
have some spots to fill. If anyone would like to lead or knows of someone that would like to 
lead an enrichment please let me know. I am planning for the enrichment classes to start by 
January 21st. I hope that you all had a great Holiday, and I can’t wait to begin the 2014 year 
with our kiddos. 

A key concept we are learning through the Love and Logic philosophy is that when we are 
teaching children about making good choices, our conversation must be calm and 

empathetic. A tool we are using to help learning continue in the class when a student becomes disruptive is to provide a 
“recovery” place. The difference between a “time out” and “recovery time” lies in who takes control of the behavior. With 
“timeout” the teacher decides when the student can return. “Recovery time” allows the student to decide when to return. It 
is not uncommon for kids who carry a heavy load of personal, family, and emotional concerns to need several trips to a 
Recovery setting each day. The true test of whether or not the Recovery Process is working resides in answers to these 
questions: "Can the teacher teach while the student is in Recovery?" and "Can others learn without disruption while the 
student is in Recovery?" If the answer to both of these questions is yes, then the process is working. This strategy may not 
cure a child of behaving disruptively in class, but it allows the student an opportunity to take control instead of engaging 
in power struggles, and it emphasizes the importance and value placed on maintaining a productive learning environment 
in the classroom. Questions contact Lareesa at (707) 496-5806 or lstanfield@redwoodprep.org From the Love and Logic 
Website at www.loveandlogic.com 

Parenting the Love and Logic Way Classes Offered by Redwood Preparatory 
You are free to choose, but you are not free from the consequences of your choice.  

https://www.edmodo.com/about


Page 5 

Habits of Mind : Metacognition (Habits of Mind ,Mindful by Design, (http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/ )  
By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; Second by imitation, which is easiest; 

and third by experience, which is the bitterest. ~ Confucius 

What is metacognition? Simply stated, it is thinking about thinking. The ability to stand off and examine our own 
thoughts while we engage in them sets human beings apart from other living things.  This includes the ability to plan a 
strategy, to be conscious of our own steps and strategies during the act of problem solving, and to reflect on and evaluate 
the outcome.  Metacognition is the inner language that begins to develop in most children at around the age of five.  Meta-
cognition facilitates comparative judgment; assessing the readiness for more or different activities, and the ability to moni-
tor our interpretations, perceptions, decisions, and behaviors.  Highly successful and intelligent people plan for, reflect on 
and evaluate the quality of their thoughts, actions, and strategies.  Not all people achieve a high level of metacognition.  
You probably know folks who seem to make the same mistakes or take the same approach over and over again and then 
wonder why they aren’t getting a different outcome. Some of us do not take the time to reflect on our experiences. We 
may not ask ourselves why we are doing things a certain way or take the time to evaluate our own performance.  When we 
don’t have strong metacognitive skills, we aren’t able to explain how we come up with conclusions; what strategies we used 
to solve a problem; or what information we used to help make a decision.  Students who don’t learn to take the time to 
wonder why they are doing what they are doing often don’t develop the skills to tackle complex challenges and frequently 
become frustrated and give up when faced with academic obstacles.  
 

What are we doing at Redwood Prep to help students develop metacognition skills? We incorporate reflective thinking 
activities into social and academic activities on a daily basis from kindergarten through 7th grade.  Students are asked the 
question, “Why?” all day long. Instead of giving students answers when asked how to complete a task, we ask them, “What 
do you know about it already?” “What strategies have you tried?”, “Can you think of a plan/strategy that might work?”, “How do you 
know your answer is correct?”, “How did you do that?” “Can you share your strategy/answer/project with another student and see if 
there is something you can learn from theirs, too?”  
 

Teachers have students fill out reflection logs to help them develop reflective thinking skills on specific projects, assign-
ments, days, or weeks.  Usually reflections ask questions like,  What worked? What didn’t? What did you learn?  And “What 
will you do from here?”. When a student fills out a refocus form for behavior issues, the form asks,  “What did you want?” in 
reference to the behavior. This is a tough question to answer for some kids.  “How will you handle things differently from 
now on?” is another question that allows the child to rethink the action and come up with a more positive solution.  By 
supporting and encouraging reflective thinking in our conversations with children and as role models, we help them  
develop important life skills on their path to success.  

Continued from pg. l  
 
The law requires that Public school facilities “should be shared fairly among all public school pupils, including those in charter 
schools.” (Ed Code 47614 ).  More information is provided on page 7 of the Howler.   
 

For the past three years, Redwood Prep has submitted an application to the District for help with facilities.  We  
request space dependent on our projected in-district student enrollment.  “In-district” refers to the students that live with-
in the boundaries of the Fortuna Elementary School District.  School facilities are paid for by the tax payers living within 
the district, so the law requires reasonably equitable facilities be provided for the students attending public charter 
schools as well as public traditional schools.  This process is challenging for many reasons, but we feel that it is important 
to stay positive in our conversations and to focus on the possibilities over the problems. We are still a growing school, and 
it is important to find space to accommodate our growing student population. However, we are aware that this may cause 
some disruption at the traditional schools, too. It is our goal to work with the leadership of the Fortuna District to ex-
plore options that will minimally disrupt either of our school programs and that will provide opportunities for innovative 
and creative thinking to enhance the programs and learning environment for all of our students.   

“In the middle of every difficulty, lies opportunity”.   ~ Albert Einstein 

http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/


7th— Parent Council Mtg @ 7:00 a.m. 

10th— RPrep GATE Day (Volunteers Needed) 

13th  —  DIBI Board Mtg. @  6:00 

p.m. 

16th— Baba Jamal visits 

20th— MLK Day No School 

23rd—K and 1st Field Trip to HSU—Don’t forget to leave a car 

seat for your child!  

 
 M-F Side walk clean up in parking area 
 
 Once a week trash & recycling area clean up 
 
 Occasional Bulletin Board Display organizers (tell some-

one in the office if you are interested) 
 
 Tues., Wed., or Thursday afterschool enrichment leaders 

(What skill, talent, hobby would you like to share with our 
students?) 

 
 Once a week Driver/Leader for Community Service     

Enrichment  
 
 Jan. 10th Leaders and Assistants for GATE Day projects 
 
 Jan. 23rd Drivers and Chaper-

ones for Kindergarten & 1st 
Grade field trip (Please make 
sure your paperwork is up to 
date in the office) 

 

 Band aids 

 Kleenex 

 Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 Copy Paper 

 Large Garbage Bags 

 Broom and Dustpan 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for October 

RPrep Supplies Request for January 

Events 

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest  
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.  

~ Leo Buscaglia 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2014 

 
Parent  

Council  
@ 7:00 a.m. 

 
MLK Day 
No School 

 

Kindergarten 
& 1st Grade 
Fieldtrip to 

HSU 

 
Storyteller  
Baba Jamal 
Visits today 

Redwood Prep 
GATE Day 
Volunteers 

Needed 

 
DIBI Board 
Meeting @ 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Happy New 

Year!! 
 




