
 If I had chosen any other occupation, it would have been farming, gardening, landscaping...anything 
to do with digging in the dirt and watching things grow.  There is something so peaceful and rejuve-
nating about working the soil, planting the seeds, and knowing that in a few short weeks my whole 
yard will come to life, full of vibrant colors, flowery fragrances, and delicious fruits and veggies!  
 
My kids think that I am crazy. They find nothing enjoyable about pulling weeds! I remember feeling 
the same way when I was their age. It took me a long time to learn to that the pay off was worth all 
of the hard work.  There are a lot of things in life that are like that. While I was reading over the 
results of the RPrep Family Surveys, I was thinking about how  gardening parallels with the work 
involved with growing a school. There is much planning and preparing, a lot of planting and fertiliz-
ing, and then also some weeding to do as we figure out what helps us grow and what hinders our 
growth. And, as with gardening and yardwork, the more people that help, the easier the load is on 
all and the more there is to enjoy in the end.  
 

We want to thank all of you who completed the Family Survey. It is a very helpful tool for us to use to reflect on our cur-
rent situation and to plan for continuous improvement. We are learning that growing as a school community brings 
many, many positives and a few challenges as well. It is great to gain new ideas, talents, and perspectives from the addi-
tional families that join us.  We learn a little more each year and make little changes and tweaks as we gain experience 
with plans that work well for our students and plans that need revision. Your input, support, and willingness to work 
with us in building a great learning community for our kids keeps our job rewarding and enjoyable. Thank you!  
 
The challenges that come with growth are sometimes tough to navigate. With a larger population comes a wider variety 
of perspectives and expectations. While we try to provide everything for every child and to respect the values and beliefs 
of every family, we can tell through the conversations we have with students and families at school, in committee meet-
ings, and out in the public that there are areas where differences of experiences, values, and/or beliefs make it harder to 
fit one particular mold. Our diversity is growing right along with our population, and we celebrate the opportunities that 
arise from diversity which give us reason to communicate openly, honestly, and respectfully about where we go from 
here.  
 
The Family Survey is just one way for you to share your thoughts, suggestions, and concerns about RPrep. The conversa-
tions are ongoing through our Parent Council meetings, our Family Events Committee Meetings, our Fundraising Team 
Meetings, and the DIBI Board of Directors meetings. If you haven’t been to any of these events and would like to be 
more active in the decision making process for Redwood Prep, we invite you to join us in any or all of these events.  Oth-
er ways to be involved and to share in the conversations include volunteering and working with staff members and other 
Redwood Prep families in benefit our children. New families, please don’t be shy! We are excited to have you aboard! 
We will be happy to see you and look forward to hearing your great ideas! 
 
Next year, we will be in a state of transition while we work on our facilities arrangements and finalize plans for a perma-
nent home for the school. It will be more important than ever for us to keep the lines of communication open, to be 
patient with the process, and to commit ourselves to staying involved and connected. The future is exciting!  We will be 
working very hard, and I can’t wait to see what blossoms! 
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The Howler Tracking the Pack… 

Growth is never by mere chance;  

it is the result of forces working together.  

~ James Cash Penney 

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast -Friday, May 9th 
We’d like to honor our Mother’s with a breakfast at school. Please come and join your child/children for a light meal 
before school! We’ll have muffins and fruit, coffee, tea and juice. Each child has a little something special to give to 
you, made with love in class. Please try to make it! 
 

And...Don’t forget to get your GALA tickets in the office! 
The Redwood Prep GALA will be at the Riverlodge on May 31st. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/jamescashp226503.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/jamescashp226503.html


Our kindergarteners have made so much growth this year!  I am particularly proud of their devel-
opment as writers. During Writer’s Workshop, we are learning to write opinion pieces. We’ve 
already shared opinions on which animals make the best pets, our favorite colors, and on a taste 
test between mango and cherries. We have now moved into opinion pieces that deal with Re-
sponse to Literature. These include: our favorite characters, alternate endings, and drawing con-
clusions about a character’s choices and actions.  As we move on from here, we’ll use our opin-

ions to write an appeal for positive change. The students will be encouraged to find things in their homes, classroom, 
school and community that are important to them, and to use their writing to convince others of their point of view. 
 

I’ve heard and read many opinions lately regarding Common Core Standards. People feel that they stress kids out and 
they are too rigorous and unattainable. I disagree. My five and six year old students are working on writing with purpose. 
They are not overwhelmed, and they are learning to think creatively and critically about the world they live in. Their piec-
es will most likely be on issues such as, “Why We Need Longer Recesses” or “If You Get the Blocks Out, You Should Put 
Them Away When You’re Finished.” The topics will be age appropriate and meaningful to them. Common Core Stand-
ards offer teachers and students the opportunity to develop skills that will benefit them throughout their lifetime and to 
delve deeply into their learning. Isn’t that what getting a good education is all about? 

Kindergarten - Krista Croteau   kcroteau@redwoodprep.org 
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1st Grade—Dawn Carroll   dcarroll@redwoodprep.org 

It’s hard to believe that we are heading into the final stretch of the school year.  As I look 
around at the students in room 1, I am so amazed at their growth: academically, socially, 
emotionally, and physically.  What a great group of kids!  
 

Room 1 has been very busy sharing our learning and talents with our friends and fami-
lies.  Before break, the class held our “Zoo” for friends and families to learn about the 
animals we studied.  Each student was the “Zoo Expert” on an animal, sharing their ani-
mal report, 3D habitat and power point presentation with guests.  They did a great job of sharing their information and 
interacting with others in an educational setting.  We also earned fabulous reviews for the musical, Coyote Steals the Sum-
mer! 
 

This week we started incubating chicken eggs.  Hopefully we will welcome some chicks to our classroom in 21 days.   
On May 1st, the 1st graders will be celebrating May Day. On May Day, it is tradition to leave a flower bouquet on 
someone’s door to bring a smile to their day and let them enjoy the flowers of spring.  This is a great chance for us to do 
some community service and brighten up someone’s day.  We will be making small flower bouquets to hang on door-
knobs at Sequoia Springs Senior Living Community.   

In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt. ~ Margaret Atwood 
 

Behold, my friends, the spring is come; the earth has gladly received the embraces of the sun,  

and we shall soon see the results of their love! ~ Sitting Bull 

Spring makes the world a happy place 
You see a smile on every face. 

Flowers come out and birds arrive, 
Oh, isn’t it grand to be alive! 

 
Happy May Day 

From the 
Redwood Prep 1st grade 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/margaretat107649.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html
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"... The most successful students are those who feel real 'ownership' of their education. In all 
the best performing school systems ... 'students feel they personally can make a difference  

in their own outcomes and that education will make a difference for their future.” 
~ Andreas Schleicher 

 

Although I have learned so much as a first year teacher, there is one thing that has stood out over 
everything else. My experience in classrooms over the past couple of years has showed me that the 
overall mood of the students consisted of long sighs of sadness when they would be required to  

critically think and/or participate in labor intensive work.  I would hear, “Ugghh do we really have to do this? Or, is this 
going to be easy or hard? Going through the credential program and pulling from my passion for teaching made me feel 
that learning should be the complete opposite of this. Starting my teaching career at Redwood Prep makes me really  
excited because as teachers, we are able to create and manipulate learning opportunities so that the students are excited 
and eager to learn. Over the course of this year, I have found that even though my students are excited about learning, 
there is still something missing. As a teacher, I want to empower my students to be leaders, goal setters and strong self- 
reflectors. In order for this to happen, the strategies need to be taught. This school year I have learned that once these 
strategies are taught and practiced, students will have the tools to confidently take ownership of their own learning.   

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon  mkepon@redwoodprep.org 

2nd Grade— Lori Head  lhead@redwoodprep.org 

"As a child, one has that magical capacity to move among the many eras of the earth; 
to see the land as an animal does; to experience the sky from the perspective of a flower 
or a bee; to feel the earth quiver and breathe beneath us; to know a hundred different 

smells of mud and listen unself-consciously to the soughing of the trees."   
~ Valerie Andrews 

I feel that this quote describes our second grade class perfectly!  We have been studying all about the earth’s biomes.  We 
are learning about the climate, the terrain, the animals, the plants, and the people of these biomes.  This week, we are fo-
cusing on the tropical rainforests.  It started today with listing questions we have about this habitat and an overview of the 
layers- concentrating today on the forest floor.  I was amazed at the quality questions the students came up with.  Things 
like:  How have the animals adapted to fit in this environment?  And, what animals are in danger of becoming extinct?  
We made clay leaf-cutter ants out of clay and learned that they can carry ten-times their weight.  That would be like a sec-
ond grader lifting a car!  Next, we will study the sloths of the understory.  Soon, we will study the temperate rainforest.  It 
will be fun for students to compare the two.  We will have groups of students becoming experts on several more biomes.  
So much about these biomes is amazing, and second graders are not afraid to see the magic of these places. 

June is quickly approaching! We only have a short time left until the end of the year. 3rd 
and 4th grade has been busy with their work on animal adaptations. We even took a trip to 

the zoo and had a few visits from Nature Joe who has brought his  
animals to 
teach us using 
hands-on learn-
ing. Next week, we start our Smarter Balanced 
testing, which is a pilot for the State testing. 
The students are looking forward to our end of 
year camping trips to Pamplin Grove and  
Wolf Creek.   

3rd and 4th Grade, Kim Kendall  kkendall@redwoodprep.org 



I am really intrigued by the idea of ‘grit’ which is defined as courage and resolve.   I’ve spent 
spring break reading about the topic, and trying to figure out the right balance between aca-
demic skills like math, and non-cognitive skills like grit, character, and creativity.  If you’re an 
avid Howler reader, this sounds a lot like a piece Mrs. Jager did several months ago, but giv-
en the incredible amount of new research about how to raise successful children, I think this 

topic is definitely worth exploring again.  There are some very interesting statistics that make me reflect on how I facilitate 
learning in the classroom, as well as the types of conversations I should initiate with my students.  Grit is sticking with 
something until you master it (coincidently, it is exactly how we’ve set up our report cards: if you haven’t mastered that 
skill yet, we’ll revisit it until you do).  Here are some interesting things to ponder from an Article titled “Angela Duck-
worth and the Research on Grit”: 

Duckworth's research suggests that when it comes to high achievement, grit may be as essential as intelligence. 
 

At the Scripps National Spelling Bee, the grittiest contestants were the most likely to advance to the finals -- at least in part 
because they studied longer, not because they were smarter or were better spellers. 
At the elite United States Military Academy, West Point, a cadet's grit score was the best predictor of success in the rigorous 
summer training program known as "Beast Barracks." Grit mattered more than intelligence, leadership ability or physical  
fitness. 
 

Here’s the bottom line: If you want to be successful at something – college, career, marriage – you are going to have to 
stick with it when it's hard.   Researchers are breaking new ground here with studies of people young and old (of course, I 
did hear my Grandpa talk a lot about commitment and hard work, so maybe it’s not a completely new idea, but now 
there’s research to back up his rant)!   America was built with ‘grit’, but I believe it’s currently lacking in our educational 
system and our homes, and we’re seeing the effects on our society (geez…I sound like Grandpa).  I am reassured that grit 
may be as essential as talent to high accomplishment.  Kids don’t necessarily come into my classroom possessing an arsenal 
of talents, but I can teach, model, and champion stick-with-itness all day long! 

 

Hard to believe that the year is coming to an end. After School is going to have some great 
enrichment classes to close out the year. Our last enrichment cycle for the year will run from May 
6th—May 29th. This way it will not interfere with all the fun end of the year camping trips that some 
of our classes will be going on. We were lucky enough to have Nature Joe visit us a few times last 
month, and the kids love seeing the animals. This is a great opportunity for them to learn about and 
hold some animals that they never have before. So far we have held snakes, lizards, iguanas, 
and  turtles. We will have one more visit with Nature Joe on May 2nd, and we can't wait to see what 
he will bring. Our monthly visitors Char and Kamala made yummy Easter cupcakes with the kids. 
We appreciate them coming in and can't wait for them to come again next school year.  
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Afterschool/Enrichment, Monica Holt, mholt@redwoodprep.org 

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing    mdowning@redwoodprep.org 

The students are finishing up with art projects and artist studies from the past several weeks. We are 
turning our attention to the GALA...oh what to do, what to do?  So much talent in these classes, so 
little time to fit it all in!  This is definitely an inspirational time of year.  

In tech lab, the students are working on class projects, menus, and the regular Dreambox and Tech-
Steps programs. Mr. D is working on a project with the 5th through 7th graders helping them learn 
some cool coding skills. The Scratch program can be used by the students at home as well as here at school.  

Art and Technology,  Sharn Chinnici, schinnici@redwoodprep.org 
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Habits of Mind : Applying  Past Knowledge to New Situations  

(Mindful by Design, http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/ ) 
 

I've never made a mistake. I've only learned from experience. 

—Thomas A. Edison 

A very talented teacher I used to work with used an analogy of closets and coat hangers to describe one of the most im-
portant learning strategies people use to gain understanding about new concepts and skills. Human beings learn new ide-
as, skills, and strategies much faster and deeper when they can connect new information to things they already know. In 
her analogy, the coat hangers represent our past knowledge and experiences. They are places upon which to “hang” new 
information and skills. If there are no “coat hangers” available, then there is nothing to hold onto the new information, 
and it falls away.   
 

Successful people learn from experience. When confronted with a new and challenging situation, they will draw forth 
experiences from their past. "This reminds me of …" or "This is just like the time when I …" They use their past experience 
as sources of data to support, theories to explain, or processes to solve each new challenge. They are able to use infor-
mation from one experience, carry it forth, and apply it in a new situation. 
 

Sometimes students begin a new task as if it were being approached for the first time. Students who struggle in school 
often approach new situations as if they had never heard of it before, even though they may have recently worked with the 
same type of problem. It seems each experience is encapsulated and has no relationship to what has come before or what 
comes after. Redwood Prep teachers help students build strong habits by inviting students to recall how they solved a simi-
lar problem previously. You can support your children to build strong habits applying past knowledge to new situations by 
reminding them to use what they already know about a problem to help them think through possible solutions. As par-
ents, we often want to provide answers to our children when they become frustrated, but guiding them through a thought 
process to use their own prior knowledge and experiences to can find their own solutions and answers helps build aca-
demic stamina and higher levels of self-confidence.  

Parenting the Love and Logic Way — Classes Offered by Redwood Preparatory 

With all of the media available to our children today, our staff has been discussing how to protect our students from inappropriate 
use of the technology available here at school. We put as many safe guards in place as we possibly can, but there isn’t a completely fail-
proof system of which we are aware to keep occasional inappropriate material from appearing online.  We definitely have to be 
cautious and proactive, but we also have to place some trust in the kids to do the right thing.  Dr. Foster Cline has an interesting 
anecdote that is shared on the Love and Logic website.  Here is an excerpt taken from his article, The Taliban are Coming to Your Local 
Supermarket.  
 

Love and Logic teaches that the only real control anyone ultimately has is self-control. Children have to learn to make the right choices from the inside 
out. Naturally, we all want children who make healthy choices. If it were as simple as putting a V-Chip into the TV, hiding the magazine covers, and 
forbidding the Internet, I'd be all for doing those things. But the fact is, none of those things develop self-discipline or the ability to make wise choices. 
In fact, they do the opposite. They say to the kid, "You can't be trusted to make wise choices and you won't be allowed to make the choices that you 
wish you could!" 
 

So how does Love and Logic advise raising a responsible child who makes wise choices if the parents don’t make the choices for them? 
 
1. Children learn by modeling after parents who love and listen to them before giving their own thoughts and ideas: "Son, what works for me 
is_______ and the reason I personally don't_______ is because_______." 
 

2.  Most poor choices generally result in their own natural consequences. Parents always worry that the consequences may not occur until later down 
the road. But the fact is that if parents give thoughtful ideas when their children are young and inevitably let the consequences, good or bad, occur, 
then when they say to their children, "This may not work out well for you in the long run because_______," their children will listen with the same 
attentiveness that we would listen to our investment counselor if he said the same sentence. We'd think, "Wow! This guy has been right in the past, 
and if he thinks this is a poor choice, then_______." 
  

http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/


2nd— Early Release Day (12:00) 

6th— Parent Council @ 7:00 

8th—Family Events Mtg. @ 5:00 

9th— Mothers’ Day Breakfast @  7:00 a.m. 

12th—DIBI Board Mtg. @ 6:00 

23rd—Early Release Day (12:00) 

26th—Memorial Day—No school 

31st—RPrep GALA Please come!! 

 

 Yard Maintenance—It’s time to start mowing, weeding, 

and planting again. We could sure use your help! 

 GALA Volunteers—We need lots of help setting up, 
working during the event, and cleaning up. Let us know if 

you are available. 

 Field Trip Chaperones and Drivers — Ask your child’s 

teacher how you can help 

 Family Events Membership—Help us think up new ways 

to enjoy some family fun! 

 Parent Council Membership– 
Please feel free to attend our Par-
ent Council meetings! Your input is 

important to us! 

 Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 Copy Paper 

 Large Garbage Bags 

 Ziploc Storage Bags 

 Ear Buds for Computer Lab 

 

 GALA DONATIONS , Please ! 

 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for May 

RPrep Supplies Request for March 

May Events 

Reach out to our new friends... 

We are happy to welcome the following families to Redwood 
Prep:  
The  Wall, Richardson, Chipman, Turner, Maloney, Pockett, 
Golder, Shawula, Shaws Barcus, Marinez, Bowen, Gearhart, 
Aronow Harless, Schmidt, Allen, McColl, Stoll, Arseneau, 
Braud, Vanderlinden-Fransicsos, Lawrence, Thomson, 
French, Sordel, Huckins, and the Misener families.  
 

Please make sure to introduce yourself and your family if you 
see new faces at our Redwood Prep events!  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

May 2014 

RPrep GALA  
@ 6:00 

We hope to see 
you! 

Memorial Day     

No School 

Early Release 

Day—12:00 

DIBI Board Mtg. 

@ 6:00 p.m. 

Mothers’ Day 

Breakfast @ 7:00 

Family Events 

Mtg. @ 5:00 p.m. 

Parent Council @ 

7:00 a.m. 

Early Release 

Day—12:00 


