
Could time possibly fly by any faster?  June already? Wow... the ending to our third year, 
and what a great year it has been!  Thank you to every family that has given your time,  
energy, ideas, support, and materials to help us keep our housekeeping costs low which  
allows us to provide more academic projects, tools, and materials to for our kids.  It is amaz-
ing what we can build for our children when we put our minds and hearts together! 
 
Even though we have existed for only three short years, we have learned so much! We are 
analyzing what worked well this year and what needs to be re-examined or left behind. This 
time of reflection gives us a chance to be grateful for everyone we have met throughout this 
process and for all that we have accomplished together. It also allows us to look to plan for 
the future.  
 

Next year brings new challenges, new opportunities, and new curriculum for our school.  We are very excited to  
begin implementing the Project Lead the Way program from Kindergarten through 8th grade. (8th grade? Yes, 
we are finally a full K-8 school!!) Project Lead the Way is one of the leading instructional programs in the Unit-
ed States to help prepare students with 21st century skills in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM).  
 
 “The U.S. Department of Commerce estimates that jobs in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) will grow 

17 percent by 2018—nearly double the growth for non-STEM fields. By 2018, the U.S. will have more than 1.2 million 
unfilled STEM jobs because there will not be enough qualified workers to fill them. STEM is where jobs are today and 
where the job growth will be in the future.  

 Project Lead The Way (PLTW) is the nation’s leading provider of STEM programs. Their world-class curriculum and 
high-quality teacher professional development model, combined with an engaged network of educators and corporate and 
community partners, help students develop the skills necessary to succeed in our global economy.  

 PLTW’s success in preparing students with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed has been recognized by colleges 
and universities, Fortune 500 businesses, and numerous national organizations including Change the Equation, the 
Social Impact Exchange, and more.  

 
Next year also brings the beginning of our transition to a new campus.  The 6th,7th, and 8th grade students 
will move to South School to start the year. We are hoping that a Charter School Facilities Grant will allow us 
to build a new school for RPrep on the site. At this time, we know that we have passed the first screening of the 
grant applications. We are waiting to hear about the next steps.  Construction on improving the parking situa-
tion should begin this summer. As we get closer to the first days of school, we will provide you with more infor-
mation on the situation.  It is likely that we will be asking for volunteers around the beginning of August to 
help set up the new classrooms  for the 6th-8th graders. Please join us for the Parent Council meeting on Tues-
day June 3rd @ 7:00 a.m. to share any ideas, questions or concerns you may have.   
 
On Monday, June 16, there will be a special hearing of the DIBI Board of Directors to share our Local Control 
Accountability Plan as part of the new state funding system for education.  The regular meeting of the Board 
will occur on the following Monday, June 23.   
 
I hope that your summer is filled with fun adventures, relaxing times by the water, and the joyful laughter of 
friends and family! As I tell my kids...Have fun! Be safe! Make Good Choices!  I Love You! 
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Cheer for endings - whether goals have been met  
or not—whether the ending is tidy or ragged.  
Without endings, there would be neither the  
opportunity nor the incentive to think new  

thoughts, and to begin great new adventures. 
- Jonathan Lockwood Huie  

, 



The kindergarten class is studying life cycles by observing caterpillars as they transform into butter-
flies! When they arrived, they were tiny little things! They’ve continued to eat and to grow, and 
over the long weekend they moved into the chrysalis stage of their development. We’re charting 
each day on the calendar and are hoping for butterflies to emerge within the next seven to twelve 
days. In the meantime, we’ll read up on fiction and non-fiction stories about caterpillars and but-

terflies, make butterfly art, and write informational and narrative stories that feature these fascinating creatures. This unit 
of study is a perfect way to end a year that has been full of growth and transformation for our students; socially, emotion-
ally and physically! 

Kindergarten - Krista Croteau   kcroteau@redwoodprep.org 
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1st Grade—Dawn Carroll   dcarroll@redwoodprep.org 

What a great year we have had in room 1!  The students worked hard and faced the  

challenge head on of learning the skills in the California State and Common Core  

Standards.  I am proud of the academic, social, and emotional progress they made  

throughout the year.  
 

With that said, the summer is upon us. Please take some time throughout the summer to 

work on academics.   According to Reading is Fundamental, “All young people experience learning losses when they don't 

engage in educational activities during the summer.”   

Here are some suggestions: 

 Read daily! 

 Writer’s workshop / Summer Journal 

 It would be great to write 1-2 stories a week.  Please remind students to use capitals and punctuation! 

 Dream Box 

 Math Facts Practice (addition and subtraction to 20) 
 

Life experiences provide fabulous learning opportunities so I hope you all go out and have some great family adventures 

and experiences.  Have a fun and safe summer! 

If we all did the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves. 

~ Thomas Edison  

End of the Year Rotations and Barbecue 
It’s hard to believe we’ve almost completed another year at Redwood Prep! On Wednesday, June 11th,  we’ll celebrate our 

hard work with rotations and a BBQ. We’d love for parents to help facilitate activities and set-up for lunch. The rotations 

will last from 8:30 to 12:00 with lunch to follow. After we eat, we’re throwing a school-wide reception to celebrate Ms. 

Kepon’s upcoming marriage to Mrs. Head’s son, Brandon. This fun day at school will replace the last day picnic. We hope 

that you can  join us! 
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It is hard to believe that this school year and my first year of teaching is coming to an end. 
Everything feels like it is in fast forward, and 5th grade has a busy last few weeks of school. 
We have been in full states and capitals mode with their state projects and with learning all 
50 states and capitals. The 4th and 5th grade classes are heading to Wolf Creek on June 2nd 
and will be there until the 4th. The kids will be hiking, exploring different terrains in the 
area, engaging in outdoor learning activities and enjoying the end of the school year with 
their classmates. We are all so excited to share this experience together! 

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon  mkepon@redwoodprep.org 

2nd Grade— Lori Head  lhead@redwoodprep.org 

Second graders have been really busy this month!  We have been learning all about 
habitats.  Students are working on building visuals of the habitat of their choice.  
Along with visuals, students must complete a Power Point presentation.  Information 
must be included about the climate, terrain, plants, and animals that live there.  Our 
classroom has live redwood burls growing and had a visit from a baby octopus.  It has 
been some month!  We will wrap it all up with a camping trip to Pamplin Grove next 
week.  While we are there, we will learn more about the temperate rainforest, the red-
wood tree, and the salmon life cycle.  It is always an amazing trip, and we are excited to go! 

The kids went to Fortuna High School last week for Ag Day. The faculty and staff 
planned a great day and had stations set up all around the barn area. The students 
learned about pigs, cows, sheep and gardening. I was very impressed with how the high 
school students showed a great sense of leadership. Many of the students expressed an 
interest in participating in Ag when they are older. 

On another note, I am very grateful to have spent my first year teaching at Redwood 
Prep. I am blessed to be a part of a school community that supports each other's dreams and aspirations. I hope 
everybody has a wonderful and safe 
summer! 

3rd and 4th Grade, Kim Kendall  kkendall@redwoodprep.org 

Summer is a period of luxurious growth . To be in harmony with  
the atmosphere of summer, awaken early in the morning and  
reach to the sun for nourishment to flourish as the gardens do.  

Work, play, travel , be joyful , and grow into selfless service .  
The bounty of the outside world enters and enlivens us.”  

~ Paul Pitchford  



Summer vacation is around the corner…does this make you jump for joy or groan in frustra-
tion?  Our annual 10-week hiatus from the routine of school can be glorious, but it can also 
be painful if you have bored or mischievous kids underfoot.  I’ve gathered a few ideas that 
may inspire one or two new activities for your family.  
 
 

#1 Put them to work.  Jobs like yard maintenance, pet sitting, and child care are all great for 
preteens who are mature and responsible enough to take them on. Help your child get start-

ed by sharing a few possible contacts (or have them design an advertisement that can be posted), and then be available to 
answer questions and troubleshoot possible problems.  
 

#2 Plan and cook a 5-course meal.  Peruse cookbooks for some new dishes, tackle the grocery store for ingredients, and 
then make a mess in the kitchen together. 
 
 

#3 Plan a family activity day with your child. Decide how much money to spend, and help your child research events and 
activities in your area and choose an affordable activity the whole family can enjoy. Remind your child to be sure to allow 
enough time for the activity, and to remember to include food in the day's plan. Your child can mount and label each pho-
to and create a family scrapbook of your special day.  
 
 

#4 Do a cool science experiment.  For example, with a few common ingredients, your child can grow a "Magic Crystal Gar-
den" with pieces of coal. Instructions for the crystal garden can be found at Joey Green's Mad Scientist Experiments.  
 
 

#5 Volunteer.  Give back to our community by walking dogs at the Humane society or playing cards with a resident at Se-
quoia Springs.  Or, facilitate a weekly good deed…powerful things happen when we give back! 
 
 

#6 Build or create something.  Have your child build a bridge out of newspaper that can span 10 feet, or have him/her 
make something needed around the house (wooden stool, patio table?).  Have your child design a cool piece of ‘found art’ 
with the recyclables, or maybe a magazine collage of goals and dreams to hang in his/her bedroom.   
 
 

#7 Spark some competition.  Challenge each family member to build a paper airplane and then see whose can fly the far-
thest.  Or, work in teams to create two sail boats, and then test them out (maybe the winning team gets a night off from 
dishes).   
 
 

#8 Take a virtual tour of a college or university. Begin by discussing a couple of campuses that would fit your child’s needs, 
and then tour the schools' grounds, look at maps, view videos or photos, and request information. 
 
 

 Whatever you do this summer, remember to enjoy some time together (they are going to be graduating high school before 
we know it), and keep them active! 

The Howler 
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6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing    mdowning@redwoodprep.org 

Wow! Summer is knocking at our doors, wanting us all to come out and play! This year 
has been such a blast for me. I was worried, at first, about how it would be returning to 
work after having Avery. But because Redwood Prep has such a strong foundation in sup-
port, love, and community, it has been such a fabulous experience. 
 
As for 7th grade science, we have 
been having a blast. This past 

month we have been studying human body systems including the 
digestive system, respiratory systems, and all of the super cool stuff 
our body does! Did you know that the surface area of the inside of 
our lungs is comparable to a tennis court? We also dissected a 
cow’s eye to explore the major features of eyes. So cool! 
 
This summer, keep the inquiry going! Encourage your children to 
leave the iPad at home and turn off the TV. Instead, they should 
get dirty! Design a catapult that will launch water balloons. Train 
a dog. Engineer a go cart! Keep a observation journal during trav-
el! Whatever inspires them to continue learning and experiment-
ing (safely, of course!) 
 
Have a great summer! Take pictures. Read books. Use sunscreen! 
Have fun!   

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Dore    kdore@redwoodprep.org 



Wow it’s hard to believe that this is the last Howler for the school year. We have had such a great year 
in the Afterschool program. We are now  wrapping up our last enrichment cycle for year. I would like to 
thank you from myself and all the kids in the program for all the help that you  have given us. Without 
you, our enrichment program would never work. I am looking forward to our new adventures and new 
kiddos in the program next year. I hope that you all have a fabulous summer!  
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REDWOOD PREP  GALA UPDATE...REDWOOD PREP  GALA UPDATE...REDWOOD PREP  GALA UPDATE...   

The school year is coming to an end, and what a great year it has been. First off thank you to all of our wonderful families 
for all the support! As you may know, fundraising is a huge part of making our school what it is.  
 

We are in the final stages of gala planning and we have a few things to mention...Many people have come forward to gath-
er donations for the gala - THANK YOU!  It really helps lighten the load when we spread the work.  We are gathering any 
unused gift cards that you might have for the balloon pop.  
 

Something new this year, we are going to recognize some volunteers that really go above and beyond the call of duty. We 
are asking you to please nominate a volunteering family. The board will tally up the votes. Nomination forms are in the 
front office for a "Pack Parent(s) of the Year". We will give the winning family their "Oscar" on the night of the gala. Please 
take the time to nominate a volunteer family that you feel has gone above and beyond in supporting RPrep. 
 

At the Gala there will be drink tickets, balloon pops, a wine pull, dedication benches, table top drawings, and a live and 
silent auction. Credit cards will be accepted for the live and silent auction only.  All other purchases can be made with 
cash or check.  
 

We lowered the ticket price this year because we want everyone to attend. Not only is it a great fundraiser, it is a great op-
portunity to get together to celebrate our school! Tickets are still available for sale. They are now $50. Please let us know if 
you still plan to purchase tickets. We need to give the caterer a head count.    
 

A few non-Gala items…  
 There are coffee and Christmas Program DVDs still available.  We would love to clear them out by the end of the 

year. Please let Arlene or Tiara know if you are interested in purchasing these items.  
 Every little bit counts, if you have any box tops or ink cartridges please feel free to bring those in.  
 Ginger Weber is putting together a yard sale for June 7th, please let us know if you would like to help or have items to 

contribute.  
 Finally, Mrs. Fields cookies at the Bayshore Mall has presented us with a new easy fundraiser. For any large sized cook-

ies purchased, $5 will be donated back to the school. Just let them know you are with Redwood Prep, and that you 
would like the donation to be made to the school.  

 
Thank you! And we hope to see you all Saturday!  

                             Art and Technology,  Sharn Chinnici, schinnici@redwoodprep.org 

Afterschool/Enrichment, Monica Holt, mholt@redwoodprep.org 

The students have completed our GALA projects.  It was fun to see the art pieces develop.  I recently took the 
fifth grade classes outside to sketch what they saw, it was really awesome to see how they were able to capture the 
look of what they were sketching, and of course it was splendid to get outside in the fresh air while taking part in 
art, what could be better than that?  We will be starting some summer inspired projects in the next few days. 
 

In technology, the students have shown great growth in their keyboarding skills.  It’s always fun to watch them 
challenge their classmates to a friendly typing race.  The projects that our 5th through 7th grade kids are doing 
with Mr. D are truly awe-inspiring!  If you get the chance, take an opportunity to check out their work. 
 

This year flew by so quickly!  Have a super summer!!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

June 2014 

4t/5th Grades to Wolf Creek Outdoor School 

2nd-3rd —2nd & 3rd Grade to Pamplin Grove 

2nd—4th 4th & 5th Grade to Wolf Creek 

4th — 2014-15 Kindergarten Class Visit to Rprep 

5th—Family Events Mtg. @ 5:00 

10th— Parent Council @ 7:00 a.m. 

11th—End of Year Rotations & BBQ—

Volunteers Needed 

12th — Last Day of School 

We could sure use your help! 

 Gala Clean Up Crew Needed—  

 Yard Maintenance—We need families to sign up for weekly 

mowing and yard work over the summer.  

 Family Events Membership—Help us 
think up new ways to enjoy some family 

fun! 

 Parent Council Membership– Please 
feel free to attend our Parent Council 

meetings! Your input is important to us! 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for Summer June  End of the School Year Events 

Reaching out to help our friends... 

On Friday, June 6th, the 8th  annual Disability & Senior Resource Expo 
will be held at the Adorni Center to provide information for persons with 
disabilities, seniors, their families, and the general public to obtain 
knowledge about living independently and how to age with dignity.   
 
A food sale fundraiser will be held during this event to help raise money 
for the organization. Part of the proceeds will go to the PJS Love organi-
zation to support Philip Schlotzhauer, one of our students. Philip was born 
with a major flaw in his esophagus. Long term liquid diets caused major 
dental  problems for Philip. He is currently receiving treatment , including 
surgeries on his esophagus, and he will need  two major structural surger-
ies in the next 10 years to reset his lower and upper jaw. The PJS Love 
organization was formed to help provide financial support for Philip’s fami-
ly with the  medical and dental bills. For  more information, please call 
Heather Nyberg-Schlotzhauer at 498-9882 or email at hnyberg@aol.com .   

Summer Vacation 

Begins! Happy 

Summer!! 

Last Day 

Early Release 

@ 12:00 

End of Year 

Rotations and 

BBQ 

DIBI Public 

Hearing 

 @ 6:0 p.m. 

2nd/3rd Grades to Pamplin Grove Outdoor School 

Summer Lovin’…(and Logic) 
 
 

How do we help our kids develop the type of cause-effect logic that 
leads to good decision-making? Is it by showing them how tough we 
are, or is it by showing them how much we love them as they experi-
ence the tough consequences of their poor decisions? 
 
 

 Our anger allows kids to blame us for the consequences of their 
poor decisions. 

 

 Our loving empathy forces them to take responsibility on them-
selves for these consequences. 

 
If we're forgetting our sincere empathy, it will increase the odds that 
they'll lack the logical, commonsense reasoning required to stay safe 
in today's complex world. Some helpful reminders for a building 
healthy problem solving skills: 
 
 

 Lock in the empathy first! 

 Delay the consequence when you're too angry to be empathetic. 

 When it's over, it's over. 

 Use as few words as possible. 
 

Family Events 

Committee Mtg. 

@ 5:00 

5th-7th Grade 

Dance @ 6:00 

Kindergarten to 

the Zoo 

Kindergarten 

Graduation @ 

6:00 

DIBI Board Mtg. 

@ 6:00 


