
Happy Spring, Everyone!  I hope you are enjoying the spring flowers, the sunshine, and the changing 
of the season! The sunshine of the last few weekends (excluding this last one) provided an oppor-
tunity for me to work in my garden and to play in my yard.  I love this time of transitions and new 
beginnings!   
 

Redwood Prep is experiencing some exciting transitions and beginnings, too. Our enrollment lottery 
was held last month, and we are in the process of registering new families and students for the 2014-
15 school year.  If you know any of our new families, please invite them to RPrep events so they can 
meet everyone.  If you don’t know any of our new families, but you see new faces at our events, 
please welcome them and introduce yourselves!  
 

We will finish the registration process for our newly enrolling students this week. Then we will send 
out registration notices to our returning students. If your child is currently enrolled, the process will 
be easier than your  first online registration experience. When you receive the link, please look over 
the current information in your child(ren)’s registration file and edit anything that is not up to date. 

Then you will need to re-sign the parent handbook, technology agreement, etc. for the coming school year.  Please look 
over the documents carefully to ensure that we have accurate contact information and medical data so that we are able to 
communicate with you in case of emergency and through school news letters.  It is important that we have the correct 
emergency contact information for you people have listed in case we are not able to get ahold of you during an emergen-
cy. The forms may be completed online.  Incoming 7th graders will need to update immunizations before the next 
school year, so please keep that in mind as well.   
 

Earlier in the year, I mentioned that CA schools are no longer participating in STAR testing for literacy and math.  Our 
students will be taking online assessments that are intended to replace STAR tests by next year. Because there are many 
glitches to be worked out, the California Department of Education (CDE) is using this year as a “test drive”.  We will 
not receive the results of the tests, and they will not count toward our school accountability scores. Students will take the 
online version beginning the week of April 7th. Each grade level (third-seventh) will take the tests on different days or 
weeks in order to have enough technology available for each student.  Your child’s teacher will send more information 
about how it will work in each classroom. Fifth grade students will still take the STAR Science test in May.  Fifth and 
Seventh graders will still take the Physical Fitness tests this spring.  
 

Another transition we are working through is our school facilities arrangement.  We are working with the Fortuna 
School District on a facilities grant that may allow us to build a whole new school on the South School campus.  If we 
receive the grant, the construction phase would take most of the next school year. In that case, our kindergarten through 
fifth grades will remain here at our current location. The sixth through eighth grades would transfer to he portable class-
rooms available at South School. It is more efficient to move the upper grades first because the older students would 
more easily handle the transition. We have more K-5 children involved in our afterschool program which would create a 
bigger transportation challenge at dismissal time.   
 

If we do not receive the grant, we will begin the process of building our school, but we may not be able to place a new 
classroom on the site for each grade-level. The upper grades would still move to South School, and the lower grades 
would likely move down after the addition of new modular units (around Winter Break time.) No matter how things 
progress, we will work through the challenges together.  We are a collective team of positive, innovative problem solvers, 
and this is our last big mountain to climb as we reach full capacity as a K-8 school.  If you have ideas to share and wish to 
be part of the conversation, please attend our Parent Council meetings, DIBI Board meetings, and Family Events meet-
ings to help us find solutions as we make our way through the process. 
 
Later this month, we will be sending out our annual family survey.  This survey helps us to check RPrep’s progress in 
many areas and to amend policies/practices that need adjustment. It also helps us plan strategically for the future. Red-
wood Prep is a collaborative educational effort. Our success is dependent on the dedication and involvement of parents, 
staff members, and our Board of Directors.  By completing the survey, we all have an opportunity to reflect on our collec-
tive and individual efforts in providing an engaging, safe, and positive learning environment for our children.   
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A sense of humor... is needed armor. Joy in one's 
heart and some laughter on one's lips is a sign that 

the person down deep has a pretty good  
grasp of life. ~ Hugh Sidey 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/hughsidey105964.html
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My colleagues and I have long held the belief that our youngest learners are capable of greater 
challenges in Kindergarten than ABC’s and recognizing numbers to 20. We’ve had many a heated 
debate in which we’ve defended our certainty that young learners benefit from being taught high-
er level content. This hunch has been recently backed up by educational research. Below is a sum-
mary of the findings from the website, MNT (Medical News Today) posted on March 20, 2014. 
A new study finds that when kindergarten teachers expose young children to advanced content 

in math and reading, the kids perform better at elementary school later on, regardless of their economic background. 
In fact, Amy Claessens, assistant professor of public policy at Chicago University's Harris School of Public Policy Studies 
and lead author of the study, says if anything, children tend to stagnate later in elementary school when kindergarten 
teachers neglect advanced content and only teach basic content.  Plus, she says the kids do not do as well in math com-
pared with peers who were more challenged in kindergarten. 
She and her co-authors reported their findings in the American Educational Research Journal. The researchers defined 
"basic" content as skills that over 50% of children entering kindergarten have already acquired. "Advanced" content refers 
to skills that the majority of kids have not yet mastered on entering kindergarten. Prof. Claessens says there have been 
many studies looking at the effects of smaller class sizes and longer days on learning attainment in kindergarten, but apart 
from that, we do not know much about the effect of teaching content during those early years.  For the study, she and her 
colleagues used data from the nationally representative sample of kindergarten children in the Early Childhood Longitu-
dinal Study that is examining child development, school readiness and early school experiences. 
 

Four days per month of challenging math and reading linked to higher test scores 
The team focused specifically on reading and math content covered by kindergarten teachers, and how this linked to later 
academic achievement in school. 
 

They found 4 or more days per month of exposure to advanced content in reading or math was tied to moderately 
higher test scores in elementary school. They found no such benefit from exposure to basic content. 
And they note this was the case for all children exposed to advanced content, regardless of whether they had participated 
in pre-school programs like Head Start, began kindergarten with more advanced skills, or came from low-income house-
holds. Prof. Claessens says compared with lengthening the school day or reducing class size, challenging kindergarten chil-
dren with more advanced content is a relatively easy and affordable way to improve their academic achievement both in 
kindergarten and beyond. 

Kindergarten - Krista Croteau   kcroteau@redwoodprep.org 
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1st Grade—Dawn Carroll   dcarroll@redwoodprep.org 

1st grade would like to invite you to our class musical on Thursday, April 3rd   6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Coyote Steals Summer 
 

Staring: Sky Spirits: Emerson, Rocklin, Case 
Oak Trees: Kody, Jordy, Jackson 
Coyotes: Laila F., Philo, Zoey 
Rabbits: Irena, Alisha, Elizabeth 
Foxes: Stella, Jase, Laila H. 
Eagles: Canyon, Jason, Peyton 
Tipi Folk: Jake, Austin, Josh, Kole 

You are also invited to attend 
the 

1st grade Class Zoo 

Thursday, April 17th 6:00 p.m.  

  I wore goofy hats to school and did musical theater. Most people thought I was a dork.  

But if you have a sense of humor about it, no one can bring you down. ~ Zac Efron 

http://nces.ed.gov/ecls/
http://nces.ed.gov/ecls/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/z/zacefron409557.html
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A few weeks ago the 5th grade class and I went on a fieldtrip to Blue Ox Mills and SERC at 
HSU. Both of these places turned out to be incredible experiences for the kids. At Blue Ox 
Mills, we learned about their specialty wood crafting that dates 
back to the early 1900’s. Also the kids learned that starting next 
year, Blue Ox Mills will be providing classes for children on black-

smithing, ceramics, sewing and work works. This prospect of this got them very excited 
for the future.  At HSU’s SERC (Schatz Energy Research Center), we learned about 
clean energy technologies and the 
kids got to experiment with solar 
panels powering a fan. Both of these 
experiences were very mind- opening 
for the kids and it allowed them to 
experience and see the importance of 
creation.  

5th Grade– Miranda Kepon  mkepon@redwoodprep.org 

2nd Grade— Lori Head  lhead@redwoodprep.org 

Happy Spring, Redwood Prep Families! It’s hard to believe that we are starting our last tri-
mester of the year.  This year is just flying.  In second grade, we have spent time the last few 
weeks assessing the student’s growth.  It is amazing to see their progress.  They have worked 
hard in all subjects.  These guys are terrific readers.  They have read an incredible amount of 
books.  They love books of all types.  I recently used my Scholastic Book order points for a 
whole bunch of new books of all types of genres.   Already, each book has been read by several students!  I’m sure that I 
will need to order more before the year is through.  I have never had a class that has made such thorough use of my li-
brary.  They are also putting in some hard work in math.  In the last trimester, students worked very hard on double- and 
triple-digit adding and subtracting with regrouping.  It was a couple of months of practice, practice, practice!  All that prac-
tice is starting to pay off.  Most students are well on their way to mastering this standard.  I am so proud of all their hard 
work. Their enthusiasm and perseverance makes it a joy to come to work every day!  

Doo-Wop Wed Widing Hood – and -- Pompadours and Poodle Skirts 
 

Last week the 6th and 7th graders, under the direction of Mrs. Montgomery, put on two awe-
some musicals!  It was a fun evening of songs, theatre-drama, and food.  I laughed and 
cheered, and I definitely had warm-fuzzy-proud feelings for how seamlessly the students unit-

ed together to bring the show alive.  RPrep has a longer school day so that we can support our Core Value: A Well-
Rounded Child.  We believe incorporating the Arts into our programs has a wide variety of benefits.  At aate.com it states 
that “numerous studies have demonstrated a correlation between drama involvement and academic achievement…
including improved reading comprehension”.  And if that isn’t enough, it also says that “in addition to building social and 
communication skills overall, involvement in drama courses and performance has been shown to improve students’ self-
esteem as well as their confidence in their academic abilities”.  Last week’s performance brought shy students out of their 
shell and showcased talents that may not have come to light without a stage!  In my reading, I also learned that theatre op-
portunities have a particularly positive effect on at-risk youth and students with learning disabilities.  Of course, we don’t 
really need a scientific study to know that anything bringing us together to share some laughs and celebrate our kids’ hard 
work is GREAT! 

6th & 7th Grade—Mrs. Downing    mdowning@redwoodprep.org 



Band  jpetricca@redwoodprep.org 
 

Music education opens doors that help children pass from school into the world around  
them — a world of work, culture, intellectual activity, and human involvement.  

The future of our nation depends on providing our children with  
a complete education that includes music.” — Gerald Ford 

The Howler 
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Art and Tech Sharn Chinnici   schinnici@redwoodprep.org 
“Our homes were very decorative, full of pattern, like inexpensive throw rugs. It must have had some 
influence, all this color and everything. Because we were so poor the people used this as a means of 
brightening their life. I used to do bright patterns after these throw rugs; I got ideas from them, the 
arabesques, the movement and so on.” ~ Jacob Lawrence 

The students recently finished a cityscape using oil pastels, and are now working on a layered piece 
inspired by Bev Doolittle, who creates most of her work in watercolors with a what she calls "a camou-

flage technique".  I am excited to see what their final project will look like.   
Coming up, we will be learning about Jacob Lawrence from our Meet the Masters program.  Jacob Lawrence is a very im-
portant 20th Century artist. He lived from 1917 to 2000. His artwork depicts important moments in African American 
history.  His paintings are considered “narrative and modern” by most. Jacobs considered himself an “expressionist”. Ja-
cobs most famous art collections are “The Migration” and “The War” series.  

Band Pack is jumping into spring “Beep Beep!” style.  Two days after school one can hear Sergio tuning it up with Devon, 
Emily adjusting her dynamic to match Ethan, Megan and Emma balancing their intervals, while Zack and Shane maintain 
a pedestrian beat for the ensemble.  We are studying an upper level music score by Henry Mancini Pink Panther in prepa-
ration for our visit from SCOTIA BAND April 11th.  Other projects include collecting evidence for our dvd and preparing 
for our end of year musical celebrations!  Results are in from the band's poll on best burger in town (drum roll): Bob's Foot 
Long.  

Doo-Wap Red Riding Hood 

Pompadours & Poodle Skirts 



Page 5 

Habits of Mind : Questioning and Posing Problems  (Mindful by Design, http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/ ) 
 

"A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership, of getting along with people,  
of getting things done" ~ Dwight D. Eisenhower  

Happy April Fool’s Day!  I can’t wait to hear about the good natured practical jokes that friends and family will be playing 
on each other on April 1st. Did you know that humor plays a very important role on our journey to a successful, happy, 
and healthy life?  Laughter is an instinct that has positive effects on our health by allowing our blood vessels to relax, dis-
persing our stress hormones, boosting our immune system, and decreasing our pulse rate.  Laughter produces endorphins 
and releases oxygen into our blood.  Humor benefits us psychologically by increasing our creativity, provoking higher-level 
thinking skills such as anticipation and visual imaging, and by increasing our ability to perceive situations from original 
and interesting vantage points. People with a well-developed sense of humor  thrive on finding irony, satire, absurdities 
and incongruity in situations and are able to laugh at situations and themselves instead of being overly concerned about 
making mistakes or maintaining an inhibiting fear of failure.  

Humor and fun are infused into instruction whenever possible at Redwood Prep, but we also teach students about that 
fine line that can change positive humor into destructive humor.  There are times when humor can be used inappropri-
ately, producing opposite effects than those mentioned above.  When students use humor to humiliate others, for engag-
ing in vulgarity, or to cause discomfort and distress for another person, it is not funny.  In today’s world, we are bombard-
ed by all forms of media that often cross the line from humor to humiliation, so it is important for us as parents and 
teachers to help our students navigate the sometimes fuzzy lines between helpful humor and harmful humor.  

Parenting the Love and Logic Way — Classes Offered by Redwood Preparatory 

Every school, every community, every neighborhood in America confronts the issue of bullying from time to time.  At 
Redwood Prep, we approach peer pressure and bullying in two ways.  First, we teach our students to recognize various 
forms of bullying, such as teasing others, spreading rumors, leaving people out on purpose, using social media to hurt 
people, or attacking someone physically or verbally. Usually bullies look for people who will be easy to target. Our second 
approach to confronting bullying is to train our students to be “bully proof”.  Children who are taught strategies and skills 
to combat bullying behaviors are less likely to become victims.  We feel that education in both areas is crucial in our 
efforts to reduce the harmful effects of bullying.   
 

Attached to this newsletter, you will find a helpful approach from the Love and Logic Organization to read and discuss 
with your child.  Other resources available through Love and Logic include, Words will NEVER Hurt Me, 
Sally Ogden's book shares the tools that will allow your child to feel empowered, relaxed, and in control and the  
"If They Push Your Button, Don't Let It Ring Your Bell!" This audio CD is designed for parents who want to keep their kids 
from being the targets of bullies. The techniques introduced will help to diffuse the power of bullies, retain the dignity of 
the victim, and stop the avalanche of despair that can occur from being bullied.  Another great resource to help you 
protect your child from bullying behaviors is located online at http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/facts/ .   

Q. Why can't you do a math test in the jungle?       A. There are too many cheetahs!  

Q. What did the ghost teacher say to her class?       A. "Watch the board and I'll go through it again."  

Q. Why was the math book unhappy?                   A. Because he had too many problems!  

Q. What kind of teacher passes gas?      A. A tutor!  

Q. What's the difference between a teacher and a train?   A. The teacher says throw out that gum and a train  

                                                                               says chew, chew!  

"Laugh as much as possible, always laugh. It's the sweetest thing one can do for  

oneself & one's fellow human beings." - Maya Angelou  

http://www.mindfulbydesign.com/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/leadership
http://www.loveandlogic.com/p-138-words-will-never-hurt-me.aspx
http://www.loveandlogic.com/p-603-if-they-push-your-button-dont-let-it-ring-your-bell.aspx
http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/facts/
http://www.loveandlogic.com/p-603-if-they-push-your-button-dont-let-it-ring-your-bell.aspx
http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/laughter


1st — 7:00 am Parent Council 

3rd—  1st Grade Plays @ 6:00 p.m. 

4th  — Early Release Day (12:00) 

6th— Schlesiger Fundraiser 

7th—K-3 Picture Day 

7th— Smarter Balance Testing Begins 

8th—4th—7th Grade Picture Day 

10th— 5:00 pm Family Events mtg. Please join us! 

11th—Scotia Band Performance 

14th—DIBI Board Mtg. @ 6:00 

17th—1st Grade Zoo — opens at 6:00 p.m. 

18th—Early Release Day (12:00) 

21st –25th—Spring Break—No School 

28th—3rd-7th Grades Field Trip to Eureka Symphony 

 Yard Maintenance—It’s time to start mowing, weeding, 

and planting again. We could sure use your help! 

 Schlesiger Fundraiser– If you would like to help with 

Rich’s fundraiser, please let Lisa know. 

 Field Trip Chaperones and Drivers — Ask your child’s 

teacher how you can help 

 Family Events Membership—Help us think up new ways 

to enjoy some family fun! 

 Parent Council Membership– 
Please feel free to attend our Par-
ent Council meetings! Your input is 

important to us! 

 

 Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 Copy Paper 

 Large Garbage Bags 

 Ziploc Storage Bags 

 Ear Buds for Computer Lab 

RPrep Volunteer Opportunities for March 

RPrep Supplies Request for March 

April Events 

Reach Out to a Friend... 

The Schlesiger Fundraiser is set for Sunday, April 6, 2014 from 4-7 
p.m. at the Tish Non Community Center in Loleta (across from the 

casino).  

This family friendly event includes live and silent auctions and raffles. 
Moonlight Catering is providing a variety of hearty appetizers and kid
-approved snacks. Thanks to the generosity of our 
community, many awesome auction and raffle items 
have been donated. So please come on out to enjoy 
some food and drinks, get together with friends, and 
support Rich and his family.  
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

April 2014 

Parent Council @ 

7:00 a.m.          

Quack and Wabbit 

Show 

1st Grade Plays @ 

6:00 p.m. 

Early Release Day 

12:00 p.m. 

Smarter Balance 

Testing Begins  This 

Week               

Picture Day for K-3 

Family Events 

Committee Meeting 

@ 5:00 

Scotia Band  
Performance  

@ 1:30 

DIBI Board Meeting  

@ 6:00 p.m.  
1st Grade Zoo 

Opens at 6:00 p.m. 

Early Release Day 

12:00 p.m. 

Spring Break — No School 

3-7th Field Trip to 

Eureka Symphony 

Family Friendly 

Fundraiser for the 

Schlesiger Family 

Picture Day for  

4th—7th Grades 


