
History Day Project    Due: Friday, January 31
st
  

 

Sixth grade is participating in the 2020 National History Day competition!  A History Day project is an exciting 

opportunity for students to pick a historical topic that is interesting and relevant to them.  The theme for this 

year is Breaking Barriers in History.  Projects are due to school on Friday, January 31st.  The top projects will 

move on to the County History Day fair at HSU on Saturday, February 29th.   

Students are allowed to work individually or with up to 2 partners.  They also get to choose what type of project 

to create: documentary, website, exhibit, skit, or essay paper (essay paper submission may not have a 

partner).  Each type of project has a slightly different set of requirements; however, all projects must be based 

on a thesis, reference and/or include primary sources, and include an annotated bibliography.  All 

students/groups will spend 6+ hours of time at school starting this project this week (see “Doing @ School” 

description below).  It is really important to check in with your child on this project each week to make sure they 

are making progress AND that the writing/information ties back to the thesis (this is not a biography).  This is 

the biggest assignment students will complete in 6th grade, and it will require the most support from parents! 

Below is an outline of student work that should happen on this project over the next 8 weeks.  In addition to the 

timeline, helpful information such as project examples and website links can be found at our class webpage.  

History Day Timeline 

Doing @ school:  

 Introduced History Day competition 

 Looked at sample projects and brainstormed topics 

 Choosing to work independently or with a partner / Choosing a topic 

 Researching topic – information saved in Google Docs so that it’s accessible from any computer  

 Writing a thesis for the project (this is central to the History Day  project) 

 Gathering primary and secondary sources 

 Learning about annotated bibliographies (see Downing’s webpage for more info on this). 

 Writing a process paper (this will be done at school the last week of January) 

 

*To be done @ Home: 

 Review project rules & Judging Criteria  (attached) 

 Write 1st draft–this is the information that supports/proves the thesis  

 Edit & organize written info for final project format 

 Gather copies of primary sources to post (if doing exhibit, website, or documentary) 

 Create annotated bibliography 

 Have a parent score the project using the verification sheet; add any missing components 

 Assemble and/or gather props if part of final project 

 Turn project in on Friday, January 31st  

*Note: Please support your child with organizing his/her time.  I would recommend spreading the work-load out by 

dedicating at least 1 hour per week (students in groups will need to plan plenty of time to collaborate).  This project 

should not be left until the last minute!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have reviewed the History Day project timeline and judging criteria with my child.   

Student Name _____________________________________ Parent Signature _______________________________ 



HOW TO CREach year more than half a million students participate in the National History Day Contest. Students choose a historical topic related to the annual theme, and then conduct primary and secondary research. You will look through libraries, archives and museums, conduct oral history interviews, and visit historic sites. After you have analyzed and interpreted your sources, and have drawn a conclusion about the significance of your topic, you will then be able to present your work in one of five ways:  

Getting Started: 

Nothing in history happens in a vacuum. To understand the connections between your topic and the 
time period, begin reading about the time period and as you read ask yourself questions: 

 Why did my topic happen at this particular time and in this particular place? 
 What were the events or the influences that came before my topic? 
 How was my topic influenced by and how did it influence the economic, social, political, and 

cultural climate of the time period? 

All of these questions will help you to build the story of your topic and grasp the historical significance. 
This will also help you begin thinking about your thesis. 

DEVELOP A THESIS STATEMENT 

NHD projects should do more than just tell a story. Every exhibit, performance, documentary, paper 
and website should make a point about its topic. To do this, you must develop your own argument of 
the historical impact of the person, event, pattern or idea you are studying. The point you make is 
called a thesis statement. A thesis statement is not the same as a topic. Your thesis statement 
explains what you believe to be the impact and significance of your topic in history. Example: 

Topic: Battle of Gettysburg 
Thesis Statement: The battle of Gettysburg was a major turning point of the Civil War. It turned the 
tide of the war from the South to the North, pushing back Lee’s army that would never fight again on 
Northern soil and bringing confidence to the Union army. 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

A primary source is a piece of information about a historical event or period in which the creator of the 
source was an actual participant in or a contemporary of a historical moment. The purpose of primary 
sources is to capture the words, the thoughts and the intentions of the past. Primary sources help you 
to interpret what happened and why it happened. 

Examples of primary sources include: documents, artifacts, historic sites, songs, or other written and 
tangible items created during the historical period you are studying. 

 

 

  



SOURCES 

A secondary source is a source that was not created first-hand by someone who participated in the 
historical era. Secondary sources are usually created by historians, but based on the historian’s 
reading of primary sources. Secondary sources are usually written decades, if not centuries, after the 
event occurred by people who did not live through or participate in the event or issue. The purpose of 
a secondary source is to help build the story of your research from multiple perspectives and to give 
your research historical context. 

An example of a secondary source is Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James M. 
McPherson, published in 1988. They are a great starting point in helping you see the big picture. 
Understanding the context of your topic will help you make sense of the primary sources that you find. 

The primary and secondary sources McPherson used are listed in the bibliography. Another 
researcher might consult these same primary sources and reach a different conclusion. 

CITATIONS/BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

To record the information the two acceptable styles of writing for NHD projects are Turabian and 
MLA. Historians use Turabian but we know that many classes in middle school and high school teach 
the MLA style. It does not matter which of these two styles you use, but it is important to be 
consistent. For help with questions about citations, you can check out Turabian or MLA guides from 
your local library. 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

An annotated bibliography is required for all categories. The annotation for each source must explain 
how the source was used and how it helped you understand your topic. You should also use the 
annotation to explain why you categorized a particular source as primary or secondary. Sources of 
visual materials and oral interviews, if used, must also be included. 

List only those sources that you used to develop your entry. An annotation normally should be only 1-
3 sentences long. Visit our Annotated Bibliography page for more information. 

 

https://www.nhd.org/guidelines-conducting-interviews
https://www.nhd.org/annotated-bibliography

